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REPORT 
OF THE 


SECRETARY OF THE TREASURY. 


TreasuRY DEPARTMENT, z 
Washington December 1st, 1944. 5 
$ To his: Excellency Sam Hoveron, 
President of the Republic of Texas: 

@ Sir,—I herewith transmit to your Excellency the several 
Ë documents comprising the report of this department, for the 
ear now ending. ° 

The Abstract numbered 1, shows the amount of merchan- 
dize imported, and those of impost and tonnage duties, tees, 
f and other classes of revenue, connected with customs, which 
| have been secured or paid in each district, during the tovr 
| quarters ending July 31st, as also the expenses of collection, 
and the gross and nett amounts of revenue. The portions of 
ihe statement referring to San Augustine and Red River vary, 
however, iom the rest as to the number of quarters: tbe 
former comprising five, up to the same date, and not hereto- 
fore reported, while the latter includes only three, up to the 
| end of April, when the last collectoral return from the latter 
district was made. A recapitulation on the same sheet gives 
an exhibit of the kind of funds in which the aggregate nett 
amount of revenue from each district has been collected, and 
the rales at which Exchequer bills bave been received dur- 
ing each quarter: and in another is shown from what coun- 
wies, and in what amovots the merchandize has been im- 
ported. 
Yt was the intention of the department to accompany the 
above abstract by another, showiug the amounts of particular. 
kinds of merchandize imported, especially articles whose pres 


4 


duction is most adapted to the soil, climate and present con- | 
dition of this Republic, but the non-arrival of the needful sta- Ë 
tistical returns from the port of Galveston has prevented the | 
completion of the document. The statements lacking, how- 
ever, will probably be received in a few days, whenthetable | 


referred to shall be immediately filled out and transmitted to Ë 
_ your Excellency. : 


Abstract No. 2, is an account of the exports made from 


the maritime districts of the Republic during the same pe- We 
riod, with a classification of the articles, which, if hereafter BE 


observed, will serve to show any increased activity which 


may take place in the exportation of our principal staples. 8 


This doeument includes a recapitulation, showing to what Ei 
countries and in what amounts the exports have been made. | 

Number 3, 1s a statement of the amounts of Direct Taxes | 
assessed, of those paid over, and of the balance remaining | 
unpaid in each county during the years 1842 and '43, as also $ 
the several amounts of property purchased at sheriff's sale j 
for the liquidation of tax dues. | 

Number 4, is a statement of the anfounts paid into the 
Treasury on account of License Taxes, from each county, 
during the years 1842, '43 and'44. x 

No. 5, is 2 statement of the amounts of Direct Taxes as- 
sessed in the several counties (twenty-eight in number) from 
which returns have been sent in. B 

No. 6, is the Comptroller's statement of the amount ofap- $ 
propriations made for the support of the Government during | 
the years 1842, '43 and '44, and of the amounts drawn un 
account of the same. M A. 

No. 7, being a file of three documents, comprises a state- 
ment of the receipts and disbursements of the Treasurer for 
ibe year ending September tbe 30th. 

No. 8, is a genera] statement of the receipts and expendi- 
tures of the Government during the years 1842, '43 and '44, 
up tothe first of October. » 

Submitting the same to the examination of your Excel- 
lency, ; 

I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully yours, 
J. B. MILLER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 
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ç e SE STATEMENT No. 1. : 
$ W 28 Ó 
ABSTRACT of the Amount of Merchandize š imported into the Republic of | ticas, aud of the Classes and Amounts of Revenue collected osililan 
d La < 


Namber of Subordi- à a i va 

Dates pry Termination DISTRICTS nate Ofore employ-||Number e Vessels that have entered from ru Ports ed CLASSES AND AMOUN I 

of Quarters. ` led istrict b th Ç b duty, and th nage. ; a 

NO COHEN EN GE EE SE ER t impowi |) IMPOST DUTIES. 

Macc ME peus SE GE | E | SPECIFIC. | AD VALOREM. Es cos Hm SE e a 
Salary. ` ORTS, D em pur 

poset ERAN Foreign. Domestic.| Foreign. | Domestic. 

1843|Oct. | 31st 17 em 10 3 | 1,275 88.95| 513 $862101/8 7,712 15 15,059 05/9 22,771 2018 147 65:106 75 « 38 xs 56 

1844|Jan. | 31st 16 — || 30 5 | 9,067 42-95} 393 31-95 || 16447 581 12,019 16| 35,447 80| 47,466 96| 370 95| 209 13 167 G3 3,9 

(| April | 30th | 15 — | 29 2| 8366 61.05| 229 84-95 | 1224|105] 9,130 16| 23,926 73| 33,356 89) 259 40! 199 15 66 «7, 3, 

ve |July — |31st 14 — || 18 2 | 4,910 166 128,57 gi 12,110 20| 24,204 25| 36,314 45| 266 30| 196 1$ $539, 4, 
1843|Oct. | 31st Brazos 2 Se 3 — 225 — 7,1153 344 46! 1,4148 52| 1,792 98| 40 25 | 
1844|Jan =| 31st 1 H 1 1 98 56 52.95 27,16 631 89) 241 62 873 51 19 50 

« jAprl 30th! 1 1 1 — 98 1,9516: 177 88 215 19 393 U7} 18 00 

« |July (31st 1 | um Së ee N = m n WEE SE s ^ 
1843|Oct. | 31st | Calhoun: 3 > 6| —| 697 | 16,03 0. 845 87| 3,037 61| 3,883 48| 46 30 
uou qo 3| —| 6| —| 518 | aas 2308 21 4746 39 711460 6r 08| 53 m t4. 

* jApnl {30th do 3 — 4; —} 460 | 12,83. 1.]} 1,926 89 2.380 96! 3,707 85| 45 501 6 iS. $4 97. 

“ July | 34st do. 3 a 7 — 840 25,52!111]|| 1,772 98| 4,558 22 6,330 50 63 70] 3:5 Gu 28 
1843 | Oct. 3lst || Árausazo. — ENS 2 — 21 3,0L,3 63 19: 581 04| 644 23 23 50 | 
1844|Jan | 3ist do. == — 2 — 71 29:8.) 416 50, — 457 25| 873 75| 25 60 

« jApnl [30th = — d — 21 15) gi -—— — 32038 320 38| 24 00 1 

« [July | Bist | — -l =] =| — ! "aal — 60 37 54 19 — 114 49| 21 00 | 
1843 | Oct. | dist WS Sabine. gu a eee | SEH = ce 85 74! 35 74 4 50 Bes | 
1844 | Jan. ES | m l| 1 — 14 x | 6'42] — — 75 87 78 87| 15 00 | | 

« Apni 30th. do. es 1j 5| —| 4516 o 07| 4 55 43 45 48 00| — 52 00 E 

“ Unie — 3ist | do. — Li 3| —| 204 155]19| 53 80| 141 57 195 37| 39 50 | 
1843|July — ,3lst [En Augustine.|| | — Ai — — | — 12:93 TI 666 54| 1,864 97| 2,531 5f | 

4 Oct.  |3lst do. > = A, ue —{ — 92 14| 592 51| 1,159 on 1,682 46 | i 
1844| Jan 81st do. = i E eme 2,0 96) 195 68| 496 91| 682 59 | 

«| April / 30th do. i. 4 1 D 75 11,80 82] 675 561 1,526 281 2,201 84 | | 

« |July | 31st do. h. aem 4 es —| — go 85] 419 41 1,486 23) 1,855.64] -7 | 
1843 Oct. | sist | Red River. |)  — 2) —| =| — | 100567 786 98| 1,545 88| 2,332 s6 LS ud 
1844|Jan. | alst do. abo 2j — —| — 7,0 81| 89770 967 48| 1,805 18 | 

« 'Apnl | 30th do. x: 2| —| —| — | us GC ail 912 33. 2,268 94| 3178 27 M 

130 | 13 |27,314 80.95 1,888 72:95 8680.8 03 $54,414 37 TES: 299 42igis9, 2.643 67 91,563 5718826 $896 TS Aves rU OSL 
i 
RECAPITULATION OF REYE UE, SHOWING THE MANNER OF COLLECT 
= É š ° Amount of du- i DEE du Wut encre em 
AS paid | Amount paid Ciz ties remaining . | Amount {4ount paid : ty =| ues remaining 
during the during each | During Quarters ER olat the end off Amount in paid duripg/juring each} During Quarters z3 ° at tbe end off Amount m i 
year in 4par Quarter in Ex] when ending. |F 3 <j the year secu-| Tariff rates of the yearanj Juarter, inj when ending. (SS Z] tbe yearsecus! Tanf rates 
funds, * chequer bills. E a fed in Publie each itein par Pent Mobeguer £ E a Public of each Get w 
/— 865295 Til Q 4 - - r |] < < | 65/88 17 [š N 5 | 
- - [$16,039 521843. Oct. 31| 60c) - — - |. 9,623 di S SE / 
š - | 49,263 961544. Jan. 81. 100 | - - 49,953 26 J] S | s | 513 3 e 
2 š 1,574 98 80 | - 1,259 44 E E 671 38 62i 28 
P š 943 91 ; Apr. 80.100 - - 243 91 B — E 8671 3381, ist 7» 
| Si ` š 8,936 78) « "e SO | - - 3,149 42 E" == = 
fm 9,487 701 « T 70 | - - 1,741 38 | 
` Ë 4260854 « « |60 .- - 2,556 31 io 
S 66617 “é | «*-]|60]|- = 838 08 || 
| S 150 43| o July31.)60 | -  - 90 95 f .|| 681 aa - - 581 33 
z 13 00| « ë 1v7z5 | - = 975] s LEW -- a D 1848. Oct. 31.1 60e) - — - 88 25] 
S 7,759 A7| o a 80 - - 6,166 78 = 4 S - = I2^ 62/1844. July 31, 80 - - 10 10] 
£a EL — | 1430 50| 1,30 50| © | dj$81 338(3:6 87] - - - |- | -  - : 8898 e 
O $65,733 17:80,8979 Oo] - - - | ~ -} $1,180 50$141,290 96; = L ES EE 
Aen — F —-F i E) E = 
i: NM 659 sol E | | 
& — 659837 - - OCC EM 907 50] 2 i el 
< J Š EE EE x 36168] m p | 292 aal - -. 999 85| ERR 
e v8 896 30 DX iua cs all 7 409 “09/1843. July aijioo | ` - 609 09' 
| S $659 37| 1,496 30 SS EE al - - Ms 98] “ Oct. 31,75 | -  - | 1,682 46! ° 
SS S s S B - (ioun 00 1844. Jan, 31| 75 | eè -~ 90 00 
£7 | 5,519 07 ~ - - = -= |--| ` - 5,519 07 SI - 19 82 “ 1700 | - 519 $2 > - 
Š y - - “ T ! t A r. 30. 75 - - 22 87 
x. 275 991843, Oct. 81] 60 165 17 2 (90 49 p 
| -  . | 5188 181844, Jan. 31.100 | -  - 5,188 18 à - - |96 os| “< Julys0.100 | - - | 2,996 os| DISTRICTS 
à š 1,891 87| “ Apr30| 70 | - ` 1,927 01 a a aopa - - - , 863 99 563 99. di ' 
; - - 22 25) *' di 80 7 Š 17 80 $292 S5%18 72] - =- - is $863 997,077 12 LVESTON, 
Bi - - | 235380 “<  * ho] - ` 2,858 80 == ———= ps 
4 PE" 40 00 * Jayit] 60 | - ~ : 94 00 | ALHOUN, 
q EES 200 on * ss 75 š - 150 00 i Sako, 
Ó _ 590 Gol “ « 80 - - 472 00 | mI Evite 
x , o "E 5 00 - = | 4118 55 y UdESTIA 
| "S x its : ex Se 4,417 87| — 4,417 87 | 1,992 37| 1,992 E D Rigs, 
| $5,519 07:$10,568 51 - |. - 184,417 8718 19.639 90 | $1,992 37/$6,110 92| 
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MENT No. 1. ; i : M ec 5 EE 
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{mounts of Revenue. collected: anà Tonnage during the year ending July 31st, 1844, as shown by Colketoral Returns. 


1 


=———  —.aA 
LASSES AND AMOUN" PX! TOTAL: 
OMEN E SCH OF GROSS AMOUNTS 


GF REVDNUE. 


EXPENSES. NETT AMOUNT | 
OF 7 OF 
cotuection JIREVENUE | k 


š ON. 
3 33,356 89| 259 40| 19% 15 P 07; $,508 30| 271 16] 37,060 97 || 5,087 85 || 39,573 19 i Ed 


—— geen : — = LI —————— ` dt 
TOTAL OF IM- | FEELS oF Sam we TONNAGE aba REMARKS. 
PORTS, OFFICE, 3 '| DUTIES. |Penalties, 
Sta eee Ral eee ee D ee ecg ee MP pan oe een gy UU wer Ra eA 
Ié 22,771 20193 147 65|% Ge RE $ 893 51 23,957 36 3,182 27 20,775 09 
30) 47,466 96) 370 95) 3 13 00 3,999 99) ` 52,314 09 2,472 66 49,8A1 43 


5| 36,314 45} 266 30| 196 45 ge 30 4,886 00 41,708 70 3,607 38 38,101 32 ——90— k 
| 1,792 98 40 25 7 88 1,871 06 553 58 1,317 48 
2 873 51] 19 50 s 893 01 281 95 611 06 The sum of the Merchandize imported, was . 
Ki 893 07 18 00 E 411 07 246 81 . introduced in the amounts below given, from the 
cl —— — 13 87 m 13 87 178 12 0 : following countries: 
1 3,683 48 46 30 d 104 75 | 4,034 53 741 75 2,292 7 
D 7,114 60; -67 05! 5 50! 16199; 66 84 7,415 98 851 78 6.564 20 From the United States of America, $593,223 14 
D 3,707 85 A3 50 6 75) Ad 07! 339 21 | 4,143 38 819 60 3.323 78 Great Britain and Treland, 8 51,059 89 
22 6,330 50 63 70 3 00i. 50 85 747 03 7,195 08 735 94 6,459 19 * British West Indies, 3,624 10 
04 644 23 23 50 S 15 54 | 683 27 183 46 499 81 a Spanish West Indies, - "148 en 
RD 873 75 25 60 i 40 53 939 88 444 00 495 88 * France, ° 5,584 58 
3S 320 88} 2400 | — 13 00 357 88 103 25 | * Belgium, 3,516 48 
12! 114 49} 21 00 I 9 60 | 145 09 180 19 189 03 * Hanse Towns, 27494 54 
d 35 74| 4 50 .98 25 78 49 117 65]! * the Austrian Adriatic Domi- 
87 75 87| 15 00 19 35 | 11032 101 98 | odas nions, . 1185 86 
45 48 00! 52 00 | 527 72 | e 72 304 68 f ^ Yucatan, 663 57 
57 195 37 39 50 241 43 476 30 139 44] . i 
97; 2,591 51 : 2,531 51 352 10 2,179 Al Tovar, $686,503 03 3 
05 1.082 46 1,682 46 385 25 1,297 21 j 
91 682 59 682 59 377 10 305 49 N.B. The rate of expense of Collection on 
28! 2,201 84 | 45 50 || 2,247 34 440 24 1,807 10 || the gross amount of Revenue, is a minute frac- 
Ao 1,855.64 i | 1,855 64 367 73 1, AST 91 # tion less than ELEVEN AND SEVEN TENTHS PER 
88| 2,332 56 i || 2,332 86 508 90 1,823 96 | cena. 
48 1865 18 | | 1865 18 279 77 1,585 41 
94| 3,175 27 = EN 178 27 | eae 6 72 97 01 55 N. B. The rate "T per centage which the 
Í 3 TC ( gross amount of Impost Duties bears to the total 
43S 182,648 043 67 a 81,563 57 8896 73 ue Gg i Ne $15,146 13 Ve 8809 Ai aL m 413 30 30 $25,551 1 CS [8177861 S: B61 88 a of Merchandize imported, is a minute fraction 
: OVer TWENTY-SIX AND NINE SIXTEENTHS PER 
THE MANNER OF COL ut C s ON. | cENT. As, however, nearly stx-sEvenTss of, 
. L^ x Ges €: the Merchandize was imported on F'oreign ves- 
zjAmount of du RK sels of the class whose cargoes are subject to the, 
& | ties remaining : five per cent. augmentation five per cent. on 
{at the end off Amount in . ; 
; _ sov rx-sEvnNTHS of the Merchandize may be de 
t 1 EE lof pd SE . d i, 28 à GË eege: fram the Total of duties, to show what (du 
Store. E Wu ` Í average impost rate would have been had a 
Sm the effects been imported on Texian, British 
French, Dutch or Belgian vessels; in which cas. 
513 34 z ! | said average would have been about TWENTY- 
67i 38 671 38! i i TWO PER CENT. 
EE NI Treasury DEPARTMENT. 
E IUE. e j Washington, 30th Nov., 1844. 
. J, B. MILLER, 
; Secretary. 
B - 581 33, ` 
- 3S 25 ^. 
E Ux 10 10 Ñ 
—  - I $629 Gë pu 
Ext =- | 292 85: : i i ; e m 
N x 609 09! ` Recapitulation of amounts paid in and secured in each Dis- 
3 - | 1,682 46 I i trict, during the year. 
e 519 82 - Remaining sé-| Total of Nell 
š SS '22 87 PAID IN PAR [IN EXCHEQUER | VALUE oF | cured in store | Revenue at Ta- 
_ RW 2.996 04 DISTRE pr S.| songs, BILLS. FACHEQUERS,| out of ihe Tiff. vales. 


year Ze revenue. 


765,788 17| 86,379 06| 74,497 99! 1,130 50) 141,290 96 


863 99| S63 99 


Canard 


$863 99 $7, 077 12 Brazos! 659 97| 1,496 30 1,269 18 - - 1,998 55 
— p Cargos. 5,519 07 10, 568 51| 9,702 96| 4,417 87| 19,639 90 
neve Te 513 34 - - 671 38 1,184 72 


581 33 76 37 43 35, - - 629 68 . 
292 85) 6,518 72| 5,920 98 863 99| 7,077 12 
- 4,118 4,118 55) 4,118 3 55 1,992 97, 6,110 92 


S25 158105,157_ 157 51|$05,486 61| $9,076 11|8177,861 86 
—— GE A o , 


SABINA 


E 


=- | 4,118 55 
992 37 37| 1, 1,992 37 


992 992 37 $6, 110 92 “92 


STATEMENT NO. 14.—[Referred to in the Secretary's introductory communication e not being then completed, and sent in after the other Documents.] 


ABSTRACT of the Classes of Merchandize imported into the Republic of Texas during the year ending July 31st, 1844, and of the Classes and Rates of Imposts levied thereon, f 
— YY — TT "Y MÀ MÀ f f. —=—=———n. 


Date of the t inati d ; 
* Of Quarter. | DISTRICTS. ` CLASSES AND AMOUNTS OF MERCHANDIZE IMPORTED. AMOUNTS AND RATES OF IMPOST DUTIES. 
DISTILLED t AMOUNT oF {Amount of/Amount of ad Amount of adjAmoant of adiámount of ad Amount of du-i 
YEAB.|MON'TH.[DAy, | BREAD T S.« ASSORTED OTHER ASSORTED] TOTAL OT d val l 30| val t 25| valorem at 15) val t 10jties of the5 TOTAL OF 
Y. SPIRITS TOBACCO. |, STUFFS. MEA SUGAR.| SALT. GROCERIES, |MERCHANDIZE MERCRANDIZE sPECiFIC DU-ad valorem! valorem at m a eyes at 15 n a Eat IMPOSTS. 


2,740 cri 6,628 19 250 92| 2,605 10 22,771 20 


— WI SSS SS jP cc tet — = | 2 ee = LLL 
1843 Oct. [ist | Galveston. 2,905 19| 1,561 25| 2,340 00| 420 00, 2,156 00| 395 60| 15,841 20| 60,704 84| 66254 01 


1844 Jan. isti do. 9,745 00| 3,122 38| 8,860 00| 2,430 16) 8,614 75| 1,566 83| 32,556 18] 101,592 28| 164,487 58 6,875 09, 7,087 36, 621 10| 6,935 51| 47,466 96 
* | April [30th do. 4,249 56; 2,009 16; 9,156 50| 9,836 24| 9,844 36| 2,175,14| 21,864 55| 70,885 54| 199,471 05 3,225 95, 10,538 77| 426 89| 3,702 44 33,356 89 
* | July [Bist do. 4,465 64| 2,658 47| 1,791 33| 084 12) 682 25| 875 30| 22,650 92| 94,814 80} 198,522 83 8,660 06 12,124 36| 498 79| 3,892 82) 36,314 45 

1829 Oct. |3tst | Brazos. a - 309 00l- 62 75] - - 361 04 37 50 778 69 5,647 55| 7,196 53 403 68 881 62 192 11 359 81| 1,792 98 

1844 Jan. ist do. =- =- 45 30} 1,180 37| - - - - 233 53 616 07 695 89} 9,781 16 84 35 44 67] - - 83 39 873 51 
i ae Gë = 56 25| - - 208 38 -  - - - 208 75 105 75 757 50| 1,326 63 55 45 81 23 4 32 66 32 393 07 
: uly Ste 0. - - - - - - - > = "E E - - Š " S - - - - - - - - - - 

1843| Oct. {81st |,Calhoun. 304 89} 823 64| 299 94| 99 69| 776 98| 17 85| 1,236 63| 12,495 96| 16,048 03 805 68| 1,119 51 196 64| 795 66 3,883 48 ' 

1844| Jan. |Sist do. 675 37 916 06 835 67| 71 68| 1,015 05| 379 10| 4,480 32| 19,905 60| 28,998 85 554 67, 2,895 87 159 19| 1,166 83| 7,114 en 

* | April [30th do. 574 95 288 10 865 95)" 9 55 216 35 77 OG 1,674 37 9,127 50} 12,833 13 468 15! 1,038 32 6 62 616 75| 3,707 SF 
“ | July Biet do. 844 20] 6386 on 351 19 440 962 16) 881-78} 9,116 5S 19,754 94| -25,552 10 742 70) 2,409 62 168 869 75| 6,880 50 

1843 Oct. Gier ||Aransazo. 24 65 485 48 43 77 26 44 6135] - ~- |- 90 $5 2,997 10 3,074 84 52 54 851 60) - - 152 93 644 29 

1844) Jan. Gier do. 202 An 415 62 1S0 43} 58 44 95 10 3 00 403 09| 1,572 71| 2,925 84 88! 266 49 38| 146 12 873 75 
* | April |30th do. - >» - ~ - - =- >- - - - -~ - - 1,599 98| 1,529 98 400 236 73| - - | 79 65 329 38 
*" | July j31st do. 14 50] 224 59 54 00 19 00 69 01 - - 53 61 115 87 543 51 2 25 47 52) - - - - 114 49 

1849 Oct, |8ist [|Sabine. - - - x: d 2 = ` = = er ta = A 919 71 919 71 6 93 28 Sij - - - - 95 74 

1844) Jan. {31st do. - - -7 - - - =- - - = - = - - G48 42 648 42 - - 75 87] - = - - 75 87 
s | April |8oth do. - ae - - - - = - - - - ~- 68 00 201 07 269 07 14 20 29 25 - % - - 48 00 
* | July ist do. - - - š - š oe a š z^ ox 960 80 1,985 39| 1,546 19 - - 122 80) - = 18 77 195 37 

1843! July Gier San Augustine. 256 op 309 18 120 00 926 00; 422 00| 928 00| 1,068 33| 10,718 60| 12,943 11 - ~ 172 86| 532 61| 1,139 60 1990]; - - 2,531 51 
* | Oct. äist do. 145 S4| 258 18 132 50, 76 47, 484 60| 115 50 699 24] 7,484 81| 9,842 14 - = 120 op 9278 65 61875 146 59 ~- - 1,682 46 

1844 Jan. |81st do. 81 49 35 28 64925 - - 167 73| 48 00 258 08| 2,815 20| 3,499 96 - - 111 12} 10231) 197 24 76 97| - - 689 59 
* | April [30th do. 387 98 210 53| 204 60| 130 00] 591 67| 809 S8| 1,130 73|  8,437,48| 11,402 82 - > 231 75| 420 19| 778 9 10104 - - 2,901 84 
* | July Biet do. 149 01 85 23| 140 40 | 18 38 328 93| 42 95 931 40| 7,152 25| 8,944 S5 - - 240 GO} 504 05| 688 56 8 02] . - 1,855 64 

1848| Oct. j31st | Red River. 520 50 845 50 154 00} 25 00) 560 00| 324 00) ^442 90| 8,554 67| 10,926 57 - - 198 37| 289 82| 1,049 19 8 50) - - 2,332 86 

1844) Jan. [Bist do. 1,849 57) 575 10 8050 10880 860 00} 135 20 180 00| 4,737 64) 7,476 S1 - - J72 53) 25277; 009 18 33 00| -~ - 1,865 18 
* | April [30th | da. 1,025 10! 320 00; 120 56| 117 00| 1,675 50} 275 00 69 90| 12,004 75| 15,607 S1 - - 240 09| 804 03) 1,171 80 50 02} - - | 3,178 27 


$23,977 30|$15,589 9 83 $27,240 ) 09,56, 553 87|$29,427 13188,054 97 $109,507 89* $460,152 45 $686,50 ,503. 0: 03 ez, 549 41|$147 16/$17,4 402 39| [$99,881 78 (551,146 18] $2, 781 91 921/$20,791 85/5182, 643 67 


*Of the amount under this head, it is estimated that about eighty-five thousand dollars consists of Coffee. S 


| J. B. MILLER, Secretary. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, Washington, Dec. Let, 1844. [6 pages.] 


STATEMENT No. 2. 
d ABSTRACT of the amounts of Exports made from the Ports of the Republic of Texas, during the year ending July 31st, 1844, as shown by Collectoral Returns. 


" EXPORTS. 


P wut $ 


Ke 


+ 


Dates Sé the "'ermination'; DISTRICTS : TOTAL RECAPITULATION 
rt a OF. D 
of Quarters. | VALUE OF DOMESTIC PRODUCTIONS AT THE PORT OF EXPORTATION. | VALUE OF FOREIGN PRODUCTIONS EXPORTS. f 
l i atal filud aMdze, Total of for- = oOo 
yu tote c o tal value of Cotton! Lee E tg Live ana e ee I ; "A 
U | “Tuz m z ee De | exported. _ adc dod ducts port lucts exported. || benture.| benture. — | exported ` These Exports were made, in the amounts below given, to the following countries : 
1843 Oct. "äist l! Galveston. 1,899 Je 44,635 94 1,046 46 D. Bt S Ed d — Pob D ia m E E a I jDomewie Im | rM 
a D 1 — o 16n a . 
Qu mil 3o | o Goes A CUT > TA 40 4992 E: 225,637 63| — 961 20 961 201 226, e 93} To the United States of America, $243,635 45 | $5,516 17 | $249, EL e 
July (Bist | do. 6,198 | 194,806 79| 5,424 12 3, 3,533 87 208, 764 "El — 635 00| 635 ol 204,399 78 Gë? E Ireland, EE us p geren de 
1843 Det, [31st :| Brazos. | - ~ - - - > - .— —— S og - | p , . ? - "435 00 
: ont : FEES ` i 6, SE NUM SS 6,318 00 France, - - 14,970 00 465 00 15,435 
1841 d (31st | Ge dä 501 Byte MAE GC? dE 318 0 Gd NH MDC | * the Austrian Adriatic Dominions, 29,013 85 | a * 29,013 85 
« July ee j e | 217 6,482 52! 170 00i ES 6,652 Sail 349 64 — — 349 64 7,002 às E Caen Mi Indies, DUI e ure 2047 19 Hi 
1843. Oct. Ə1st Calboun. wx m - Š - = | - - ume NUR E " d ` ° E ee S050 17 =- 
1844 Jan. (Bist | * do. 281 | 10,113 04| 526 12, 514 29 il, 153 45 — 240 00; 240 00 ES 393 45! : ^ $608,107 a 6,952 17 615119 34 34 ^ 
s April ; 90th |j do. | 1,351 41,666 34 $42 44i : x | 42,608 78] — 3,879 85) 3,879 85 46, 488 63: Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
^ ‘July äist do, | 978 | 26,769 50) 318 06) > 27,087 B ee 120 00) 120 00 27,207 62 * Washington, 30th Nov., 1844. i ; l 
Kee | — | Aransazo, - - - > ~ D - - - | = kend base S - * ° S J. B. MILLER, 
E | — | Sabine. | un uh eee EE —— À das cl ccc uc Secretary. 
, "78,367 |8580,156 1217476 99 - - - ($10,534 06608,167 178349 6486602 5356952 17,8615,119 344 — [4 pages.] 
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STATEMENT No. 3. 
EE 
STATEMENT of the Direct Tax assessed, amounts paid over, and the balance remaining unpaid by the 

various Counties in the Republic, for the years 1842 and 1843. 


— 
—M 


| ee E FH Bor Amount d, GEN Amount 
COUNTIES. Exchequer | A... ay heriffs' Gross A t of msolyent [Total Amount; Total Amount | remaining 
| SERE Det, C Ee m "d oledd | lo "Taxes, tax payers{ of Credit. assessed, PD 
Austin,  - |} 1836 66 313 20) 102 62! 2,002 48; .  - | - - | 2,052 48) 4,428 05). 2,375 57 
Bastrop, - - |  79L Qn : 41 63] me, TI, $32 63) 1,733 76 , 201 13 
exar - ; - - - - -= ~- - E. uk - - - - ,088 26; 4,088 26 
Bowie -  - | 1,102 09! 2285 S1 84| 1,036 Wl - D. 1,636 78: 2557 86| 920 58 
Brazoria, - i 3,073 222 231805 183 75| 3,675 ol 5,565 2g} - - 9,240 31! 10, 929 77, 989 46 
Boo e, ` | 532 00) 19 38) 2902 580 40) - 20 06| 600 46: 870 52, — 270 07 
rado, - , 2,012 04 126 15 112 53) 2,250 72| 146 46 . . 2,397 18| 2,198 95) 101 77 
Fennin, - - j 740 49; 80 68 43 22, 804 991 5009 . . 914 E 1,613 73 P 32 
Fayette - S - -= - - | - sog o9 2 sow - j 1. “506 61; 1,506 61 
Fort Bend, ut 2.687 e 224 32! 153 27, 3,065 46] -  - Se 3,065 A6! 4,708 98) 1.643 52 
Galveston, - | 4,600 62 305 10 258 19, 5,163 91! 4T 54| 66 32j 5277 77, 7,012 87; 1,735 10 
Gonzales, - | 1, 154 a 82 87 65 1S 1,301 or - - - 1,301 di Í, "563 oy 251 34 ' 
Goliad e e ZE - >x 2 jd - K CR z - 
Harris, = | ES CAE IPS | -  - | 340 18, 840 18 4,878 et 4,588 43 
Harrison, - li 2,928 09 279 51| 168 Bil 3,376 38; 116 43| 125 40, 3,018 91 — 4,513 63, — S05 42 
Houston, š | "760 93 143 83 — A41 e ESS. E uo bus 888 " 2.877 Sat 1,989 a 
Jackson - wow =- ~ $5 ta - -W ve š e ë x i 1,016 29 1,016 29 
Jasper, - | -— 8 S | xime o cx xxu mou | 1921 69 1921 69 
JefesoH; = p Lue c os lo owe m d eebe ds |: . | 1732 92, 1,732 92 
uma > 1,907 7s 133 43| 107 xi 2,148 61 - —- 147 96 2.996 EN 2.668 ër e 25 
Jgberty, - -= - ~ JE - ~ - - - - ro 5,267 07 5,9 "i 
Montgomery, 2,667 T 305 il| 136 43) 3.129 TONER t h. 3,198 $5 7,121 08 SEH 48 
Milam, š | 236 50| 13291 1792| 888 33) - - - 358: 286 2078 44 1,720 11 
Matagorda, - || 1,127 75) 102 65| 61 76| 1,995 16 Se P 1,295 16! 4,720 39 em 16 
Nacogdoches, A347 95| 253 12, 242 17| 4,843 24 458 en. - 5,801 92 5517 53 '915 GL 
Red Hiver, - 2,897 07 5595) 129 10) 258212) . . | my xe 2582 12] 3696 59| 1,114 47 
Refugio,  - - >- - > Tc - > P - > - - - 
Robertson,  - 860 25, - - Ab 27 905 52) 73 75; 43 35 1,022 62! 92,318 03 1, 295 41 
Rusk, z 571 12| 3985 32 15| 643 12 132045 x. 656 16 797 13; 140 97 
Sabine - -~ 700 00 48 78 3941 78819] - - | - - 788 19| 1,976 27| 1,188 0S 
San Augustine, 3,796 90) 142 31| 207 32, 4,146 531 60472 - - 4,751 25| 6,838 79) 1,087 54 
Shelby, - 566 00) 6410! 38263) 65278] . =~. | . - 652 73| 92,229 83|) 1,577 10 
San Patricio, - - - -~ - - - - i. .* EE š S - z 
Travis - - = - > - = - SET us - Sara H e - - - 
Victoria, gr ag 717 34| 117 18| 148 92| 1,878 Adi 300 86 gs 1,178 69| 2497 52} 1,318 83 
Washington, 1,667 02) 249 69| 100 87 | 2017 58! e 5 2,017 58| — 5,191 10) 3,173 52 
344,021 29/53, $3551 351 57182,503 771800, 350,076 63 DEE 7,376 185743 S743 271858,195 UB US S111, SIILTI FFL 18858,9575. 10 
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AMOUNTS PAID OVER. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, 2 
Washington, Dec. ist; 1844. $ 
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Jj. B. MILLER, Secretary. 
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NUMBER 4. 


Statement, showing the amounts paid into the Treasury on 
account of License Tux by the different Countes, for the 


years 1842,73 and A. 


Counties. Excurever BILES. 


Austin, 8182 75 
Bastrop, 142 50 
Bexar, * 
Bowie, 310 00 
Brazoria, , 822 12 
Brazos, 
Colorado, 285 00 
Fayette and Fannin, 
Fort Bend, 150 60 
Galveston, 2,365 75 
Goliad, 
Gonzales, 
Harris, 2,319 00 
Harrison, 623 1S 
Houston, _ FO 00 
Jackson, 68 00 
Jasper, 72 73 
, Jefferson, - 83 u0 
Lamar, 284 00 
Liberty, 1:0 00 
hjatarorda, - 
Milam, 805 78 
Montgomery, SIr 72 
Naeosdoches, 171 95 
Red River, 2,037 76 
Refugio, 
Robertson, ~ 254 00 
Rusk, 99 35 ` 
Sabine, 156 75 - 
San Augustine, 762 20 
Shelby, , 192 00 
‘Travis and Victoria, 
Washington, 9.183 45 


San Patricio, 


: $15,121 03 
‘Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, Dec. 1, 1844. 


D 


| 


SPECIE., TOTAL. 
$931 81 $414 56 
142 50 
° 310 
151 19 973 31 
285 
48 00 198: 
141 95 3,007 60 
75 00 2394 
25 iS 
70 
27 91 95 31 
72 18 
22 50 105 50 
52 00 336 
52 S1 152 51 
305 TS 
29 48 917 91 
176 34 oio 20 
2,637 Th 
254 
16 15 115 50 
155 75 
762 20 
192 un 
AS Q1 2231 49 
1,982 48 = 16.503 Su 
. J. B, MILLER, 
Secretary, 


d 
x 


AUMDBHBER 5. 


Statement of the amounts of Trecet Tures assessed. during the year 1914, as shown hy Assessors? 
Returns. 
Amount of ad 


Amount of Total of Taxes 


Counties. Assessors, specific Taxes. valorem Taxes. Poll ‘Taxes. assessed. 
Harris, W. G., Evans, 753 90 1,510 77 l 456 00 2,720 67 
Galveston, Chas, W. Wilkins, 400 87 2,592 02 234 00 3,166 89 
Liberty, Thos. W. Key, 1,469 77 . S588 02 A02 00 2,759 79 
San Augustine, ` Chas. Eppes, 1,019 69 1.212 54 309 00 2,571 23 
Brazoria, R. J. W. Reel, 2,021 60 2,562 31 274 00 4857 91 
Matagorda, Thos. Harvey, 1,112 23 1,216 20 234 00 2,562 43 
Fort Bend, Geo. A. Ferris, 1,232 «6 754 81 182 00 2,289 07 
Austin, W. U. Stubblefield, — 1,153 57 507 89 304 00 2,025 46 
Montgomery, U, F. Case, 1,985 93 1,466 03 869 00 4,320 96 
Colorado, John oliver, 577 91 255 59 201 00 1,134 20 
Lamar, J. W. Smith, 426 03 322 89 361 00 1,120 82 
Jasper, W. 8. Neaghay, 253 28 520 18 194 00 997 46 
Houston, Jahn Blair, 679 53 547 92 523 00 1,750 45 
Bowie, S, H. Bilis, 701 18 195 58 165 00 1,121 76 
Jackson, Thos. Simons, 293 82 245 75 75 00 s 614 57 
Milam; Arthar Eldridae, 474 30 459 34 215 00 1,128 64 
Robertson, Jas. S. MeMorry, 490 93 384 28 290 00 1,161 20 
Brazos, "D B, Prende: gast, 1:0 23 103 00 527 75 


Rusk, W. Reagau, 218 38 181 09 256 00 655 Ai 


Fannin, Thos. Lindly, ° 861 27 281 80 297 QU 840 07 
Bastrop, T. S. Veitch, 468 *16 3/4 31 297 00 ,  L139 47 
*Travis, Moses Wood, ATO 03 211 35 200 00 890 38 
Gonzales, Thos, J. Reese, 86 04 734 85 210 00 1,030 89 
Victoria, P. U. Pridham, 155 50 971 40 139 00 665 90 
Bexar, Ben. F. Hill, 38 B2 1,853 63 152 00 . — 2,044 15 
Shelby, À. D, Hardly, 534 10 453 25 392 00 1,379 35 ` 
Nacogdoches, —— Barzilia Wittey, 986 12 13114 55  . 502 00 2,602 67 
Washington, D. D. Crampler, 1,176 42 1,133 49 ‘ 401 00 2,710 91 


819,756 88 $92,726 64 $8,297 00 850,790 52 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, wi 
Washington, Nov. 30, 1844, 


J. B. MILLER, Secretary, 


“The amount of assessment for ‘Travis county, includes 1843 and 1844, 


NUMBER 6, 


Statement of the Appropriution for support of the Government for the year 1814, exhibiting: the 
amount dren, and the uneapend:d balances. 


Date of For what obiect appro- Amount of Ap- Amount Unexpended 
Law. priated. propriation. drawn. balance. 
Legislative. 
Feb. 5. Compensation and mitcase of raviakers of 
the Sth Congress, 510 600 5,481 49 4,515 51 
Compensation of Chief Clerk, S50 BOL 56 25S 44 
Contingent cxpenses, 2,060 2,600 
Jan. 6, ^ Printing for House and Senate, 1,000 1,600 * 
Feb.5. ` Printing Laws and Journals, 4,600 2,516 08 1,183 92 
Poy of Chaplaitis, 369 264 96 
' Eeculive Department. : 
Compensation of President, 5,000 2551 11 2443 89 
s Yice President, 1,600 525 A75 
“€ Privato Secretary, OCH 749 99 150 01 
Contingent exy ness, 2503 15 2,783 46 
State Deportmant. 
Compensation of Seeretary «f State, 1.580 1,125. 37 
"Dee Clerks, 2,600 2021 94 575 06 


Contingent eeneg, 1 519 42 519 43 


o 


Treasary Ucpertaciil. 
£ 


Feb. 5. Compensation cf Seeictery of tie Treasury, 1,520 1,119 35 3S 65 
s Two Cieris, 1,750 1,241 61 508 56 
8 Controller, 1150 953 32 191 68 
ve Clerk in Cowmjirollers office, 960 675 Ei 
s "Frensurer, i150 DAT 46. 1S2 54 
s Anditor, 1,150 $55 20 igi 70 
6 Cle to Anditor, 969 . 3 C 225 
Contingent expenses of Trcasury Dorortmont, ág > oud 80 64 20 
e # | ffonintreticr’s office, g9 49 3 30 63 
s s: "Pronsuter's af hice, 169 is 0s 82 92 
o s; Audtorg «fice 100 , .&f 09 12 91 
Compensation of traveling iront, 1,250 975 86 216 14 
War and. Merine Deporbasat. - 
Compeusation af Seeretary of War and Marine, 1,500 1,665 66 A38 31 
5 Captain of Ordnance, 1,5000 S01 72 19S 25 
te Two Cieris in Devartment, 1,750 1,912 47 497 5a 
Contingent expences of Department, 8538 625 12 i71 Sp 
e Ordnoneo, 1,099 1,000 
Attorney Generals Dice. 
Compensation of Attornev General, , 1,060 841 93 158 07 
Contingent expenses, f 151 151 
General Land Ofice. 
Compensation of Commissions, 1,500 1,125 379 


ge Draughtsman, S50 354 15 495 SS 


— —— — = 


Feb. 5, 


Jowpensalion of Clerks, £36,350 
Contingent expenses of ofiiec, 500 
Connecting surveys, 400 
Surveying Land scrip, 300 
County Maps, , 4300 

Naval Establistaut. 
Keeping the Navy in Ordinary, 15,000 
Part pay of officers of the Navy, 16,000 
Pay of Seamen in Navy, 1,890 
Pension of disabled Seamen, 935 75 
Foreign Intercourse, - 
Compensationof two Chargé d` Affaires, &c., 14,600 
a Seeretary of Lezation to U.S. 2,000 
i aud expenses of Commissioners 
to Mexico, 5,000 
Military Lstablishmau. 
Relief of J. C, Hays’ Company of Spies, 6,450 
Protection of South Yrestern Frontier, 21,423 48 


Indian Purposes. 


Indian appropria'ion under control of President, 1 


Judina, 


Compensation of Chief Justice and Associates, 14,000 
5 of Clerk of the Supreme Court, 


500 


0,030 37 


$5,257 98 


500 

174 75 
22 70 

280 


10,400 

12,774 01 
BAT 44 
385 75 


14,000 
2,000 


ATIS 22 


6,450 


9442 03 : 


10,025 16 


9,565 
333 30 


$1,092 02 
395 95 


777 30 
820 


4,600 
3,925 99 
952 56 


3 


281 68 


11981 45. 


5 91 


4,135 


166 16 


OT 


EE e 


tù 
Treastry DrramnrurwT, Conptollers 


Compensation of eech Disiriet Attorneys, 1813, SL,750 $1,595 37 
a 1844, 150 738 73 
Ge expences of Sup.ene Court, 500 283 06 


Post Cice DUTE 
Compensation of two Cierks in Post Office Bu- 


reau, 1,750 1,219 47 
Contingent expences in Po t Ofiice Barean, 500 500 
Transporation of maiis in 1513, 3,742 96 , 33,749 26 

“ Aj 12,000 | 6925 
ae and. Annuities. i 
Relief of heirs uf Erastus Smith, 450 300 
“ Joseph Cecil, 300 225 
e M. J. Garcia, |. . 108 100 
Atiscellancaus. 
Retief of Sara N, Hubert 513 513 
fe Samuel G. Norvell, 150 150 
e Antonio Xiunchaeca, . $i 98 271 98 
* ` Thos. Wm. Ward, . 195 125 — 
=“ 'Texian Prisoners in Mexico, 15,000 | 4,500 
Pay and expe enses of Court Martial, trial of 

E. W. Moore, et al, 2,908 53 2,298 53 

Porter hire, subject to control of See’y State, 200 200 
$209,774 36 $147,850 32 


S154 63 
L0 27 
216 94 


437 53 


5,075 . 


150 
75 


II 


10,500 


— 


$61,924 01 


Office, November Züth, ISH ? JAMES B. SHAW, Comptroller. 


* 


Statement of the Appropriations for the year 1843, exhibiting the amounts drawn since last Report, 


October 31st, 1813, and the uneapended balances, to date, 


Date of For what object appro- Amountof Ap- Amount Unexpended 
Law, I priated. propriation. drawn. balance, 
Legislative. 
Jan. 6. Compensation and milenge of members of 
7th Congress; £38,460 31 $38,460 31 8 
Compensation of Chief Clerk, 215 150 65 00 
Arrearages due members of the 6th Congress, 1,149 80 426 729 80 
Ligecutive Department. 
Compensation of the President, 5,750 3,150 
e £ Vice President 250 250 
be Private Seeretary, 162 50 152 12 50 
State Department. 
Compensation of Secretary of State, 375 975 
Contingent expenses, 09 04 - , 53 54 
Transportation of mails in 1849, 500 500 
reasury Department. 
Compensation of Secretary of the Treasury, 380 65 380 65 
WW Comptroller, 587 52 574 99 12 53 
i Treasurer, 1,150 1,150 
t Auditor, 204 20 191 66 12 54 
Contingent expenses of. Comptrollers Office, 125 87 86 33 , 88 54 
a ü Auditors Office, 90 86 99 86 


€i 


- Jan. G. 


Dec. 28. 


Jan, MH. 


War and Marine Depay ment. 


Compensation of Secretary of War and Marine, 


Captain of Ordnance, etc., 
Contingent expenses of Ordnance Department, 
War and Marite Dep. 
ee General's Office. 
Compensation of Attorney General, 
General Land Office, 
Compensation of Commissioner, 
Contingent expenses of Office, 
Foreign Intercourse. 
Compensation of two Chargé d'Affaires, n 
Contingent expenses of “ 
Judiciary. 
Compensation of Chief Justice and Associates, 
« Clerk of Pipra Coutt, 
Contingent expenses, e 
Clerks in various Departments. 
Compensation of twenty-one Clerks, 
Indian Purposes. 
Conveying Indian Prisoners to Waco Village, 
Miscellaneous, 
Proteetion of Sea Coast at Galveston, 


Jan. 25, '40 Indemnity for capture of English Schooner 


E. Russell, 


S908 34 

1,985 93 
397 40 
120 52 
875 
215 
936 79 


4,112 68 
417 90 


8,763 86 
195 04 
291 00 

10,295 95 

1,476 21' 

2,800 

3,840 60 


$308 34 
510 83 
297 40 
190 59 
275 


375 
236 79 


4,112 68 
417 90 


7,595 
124 98 
291 


4,547 16 
1,476 21 
2,020 60 
23,810 60 


5,748 79 


779 40 


St 


š 
H 
Ca 


July 25, 42. Repairing Steamship Zavalla, 


$15,000 
Jan. 6. Pension of Joseph Cecil for year 1848, 75 
Printing for Comptroller's office, . 46 

Hire of Porter for offices, 66 67 


- $67,874 14 
TREASURY DEFARTMENT, Comp: 
troller’s Office, Nov. 30th, 1844. 


$7,442 78 
75 
46 


$7,567 22 


66 67 


Loc 


50,948 80 16,925 34. 


JAMES B. SHAW, Comptroller. 


Statement of Expenditures from the Appropriations of 1842, and the balances on hand to date. 


Date of For what object Appro- Amount of Ap- 
Law. priated. propriation. 
State Department. 
Feb. 3. Compensation of Chief Clk. Post Office Bureau, $243 76 
Judiciary. 
Compensation of seven District Attorneys, 389 60 
Contingent Expenses of Supreme Court, 134 97 
- General Land Office. 
Compensation of extra Clerks, 419 47 
Indian Purposes, 
Redemption of captives from Indians, 1,053 , 
Clerks in various Departments. 
Compensation of fourteen assistants, 2,281 34 


 — 


$5,072 14 


Amount 
drawn. 


$75 


145 84 
194 97 


19 75 
306 
200 


Len] 


875 56 


Unexpended 


balances. 
$108 76 
198 76 


405 72 
1,847 
2,081 34 


i 


4,196 58 


TI 


= 


Recapitulation. 


November, 
December, 
January, 
February, 
March, 
April, 
May, 
j D 

uly, 
ee 
September, 
October, 


? 


$4,807 19 
29,935 64 
16,518 54 
36,886 14 


24,369 20 


15,530 52 
13.280 65 
14,242 23 

7,144 41 
16,493 63 
13,508 46 
6,958 07 


repe Earn 


$199,074 68 


Amount drawn from appropriation of 1842, ^ 875 56. 
“ g ; L 1843, ^" 50,948 80 . 
& € d 1844, 147,850 32 


$199,674 68 


Si. 


x 
Bet a 


Expenditures of the Government for the years 1849. 1023. and to the 31st October, 1844. 


8 For the year 1842, $129,542 32 
“ — 1843, 163,058 70 
a “ 1844, 199,674 68 


Sum Total, $493,175 70 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, Comptroller's i 
JAMES B. SHAW, Comptroller. 


Office, November 30th, 1844. 


Statement of the expenses of Government, showing the amount expended from each appropriation 
yearly, and the amount of liabilities issued under special laws. 


Amount drawn in 1842, from the approriation for the same year, $199,542 39 

$s 1843, “ above zt 67,633 12 

st $e 1844, DI DI ZE D? S75 56 

Amount drawn in 1843, from the appropriations for the same year, 96,325 58 

“ty 1844, “ = above “ 50,948 80 

Amount drawn i in 1844, from the appropriation for the same year, 147,850 32 

i Amount issued to J. Pinckney Henderson, “special laws” 7,461 00 
“ of Mail Drafts, 1843, 1,615 õi 

$ s 1844, s 2,775 45 

Sum total of expenditures and liabilities, $505,097 66 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, ` ae 
Office, November 30th, 1844. JAMES B. SHAW, Comptroller. 


P 
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[NUMBER 7.] 
DE. Republic of Feras in account current with A. Bricuam, 


For amount of Exchequer Bills disbursed upon appropria- | 
tions as per Register of Treasury 
Warrants paid, 38,781 58 
For amount of par funds disbursed 
_ upon appropriations, as per regis- 
ter of Treasury Warrants paid, 6,753 58 
—— $40,485 16 
For amount of Government liabilities turned 
over to the Secretary of the Treasury in ac- 
cordance with law. 
In Exchequer Bills, old issue, 5,075 00 
In Bonds and Promissory Notes, 14,899 72 


Ea interest on liabilities, 68 00 
Ín sudited paper, 2,644 80 
in Eenderson Drafts, ` 800 00 
In Weil Drafts, 257 27 
In Assessors’ Drafts, 182 62 
= 23,997 Ar. 
For balance of cash on hand, 8,930 60. 


$73,343 17 


19. 


- 


Treasurer, for quarter ending December 31st, 1943. CR. 
By cash on hand, October 1st, 1843. 


In Exchequer Bills, $2,181 77 
In Promissory Notes, 5,404 61 
Tn Special Deposits, 1,007 67 
In Specie, 144 50 


By amount of Government liabilities received ` 
from Revenue as per Deposite Warrants. 


In Exchequer Bills, 38,995 Si 
In par funds, 6,753 5S 
In Specie, 112 82 


In Bonds and Promissory Notes, 14,899 72 
In interest on Government liabilities, 6S 00 


‘In audited paper, 2,614 S0 
In Henderson, and Mail Drafts, 1,057 27 
In Assessors’ Drafis, 182 62 
————— 69,9044 62 


$73,343 17 
By amount of cash on hand. 


In Exchequer Bills, 1,601 00 
In Promissory Notes, 5,404 61 
In Special Deposites, 1,667 67 
1n Specie, 257 32 


—— S,930 -3 

Treasury DEPARTMENT, Treasurer's | 

Office, Washington, Jan. ist, 1844. 
A. BRIGHAM, 
Treasurer. 

Examined and admitted to settlement for the above bai- 
ance of eight thousand nine hundred and thirty dollars an 
` sixty cents. 

Treasury DEPARTMENT, 

Washington, Jan. 1st, 1844. ? 


J. B. MILLER, 
Secretary of the Treasa 3. 


^ 
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DR. Republic of Tezas in account current with A. BRIGHAM, 


For account of Exchequer Bills disbursed upon appropria- 


tions as per Register of Treasury 
Warrants paid, 64,617 06 
For amount of par funds disbursed 
. upon appropriations as per Regis- 
ter of Treasury Warrants paid, — 9,118 12 
Eor amount of Specie disbursed 
upon appropriations as per Regis- 
ter of Treasury Warrants paid, 200 00 


For amountof Government liabilities 

received from Revenue, and turn- 

ed over to the Secretary of the 
‘Treasury, to be destroyed in ac- 

cordance with law. 

In Exchequer Bills, (old issue) — 2,580 00 
in Bonds and Promissory Notes, 28,958 47 


in Henderson Drafts, 1,160 00 
In Mail Drafts, 10 00 
In Assessors’ Drafts, 364. 20 
In Audited Paper, 1,996 36 


For amount of “Treasurer’s due bill? 
teken up in favor of John S. Black, 
and delivered to the Secretary of the 
Treasury, I 

For amount of Naval Scrip received 
from the Treasury Department, and 
turned over to said Department to 
be destroyed, 

For balance of cash on hand, 


In Promissory Notes, 500 00 
In Special Deposites, 1,667 67 
In Specie, 745 31 


178,935 18 


33,809 03 
294 00 


43,450 00 


2,912 9S 


$154,401 19 


` 21 
Treasurer, for quarter.ending March 31st, 1844. EK, 


By amount of cash on hand, January Ist; 1844. 
In Exchequer Bills, 1,601 00 
In Promissory Notes, 5,404 61 
In Special Deposites, 1,667 67 
In Specie, 257 52 
— 8,930 60 


By amount of government liabilities received 
from Revenue as per Deposite Warrants, 


In Exchequer Bills, 65,276 08 
In Bonds and Promissory Notes, 23,453 86 
In Henderson Drafts, 1,100 Q0 
In Mail Drafts, š 10 00 
In Assessors’ Drafts, 364 20 
In Audited Paper, 1,896 36 
In Par Funds, 9,118 12 
: In Specie, 687 99 


—-——— 101,406 61 
For amount of Naval Scrip received from the 
Treasury Department as per Deposite ` 
Warrants, 49,450 00 
For amount of Exchequer Bills due Gen. Sam 
Houston, charged as disbursed— Warrants 
Registered as paid, 613 95 


š à $154,401 19 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, Treasurer’s ‘ 
Office, Washington, April 1st, 1944. | 
A. BRIGHAM, 


"Treasurer. 


Examined and admitted to settlement for the above bal- 
: ance of two thousand nine hundred and twelve dollars and 
ninety-eight cents. 
Treasury DEPARTMENT, 
Washington, April 1, 1844. 
JAMES B. SHAW, 
Acting Seco of Treasury. 


E 
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DR. Republic of Teras in account current with A. BRIGHAM, 


For amount of cash disbursed upon appropria- 
tions as per Register of 'Treasury Warrants 


paid, 
In Exchequer Bills, $18,074 35 
In Specie. 13,004 54 
In Par Funds, 578 75 


For amount of government liabilities turned over 
to the Treasury Department, in accordance 


with law, 
in Exchequer Bills, (old issue,) 1,010 00 
in Bonds and Promissory Notes, 17,799 32 
Tn Audited Paper, 186 90 
Zn Assessors’ Drafts, 1,068 56 
Yn Mail Drafts, i 2,800 87 
in Henderson Drafts, 661 00 


For amount of Exchequer Bills paid Gen. Hous- 
ton—being a balance due him upou War- 
zants of last quarter—to balance eontra entry 
in report of last quarter for same amount, 

er balance of cash on hand aud turned over to 
Jas. H. Raymond, Acting Treasurer, 


In Promissory Notes, ' 500 00 
in Special Deposites, 1,667 67 
in Specie, 17,019 75 
in Exchequer Bills, 2,220 63 


— — aea tto 


31,657 64 


23,591 65 


613 98 


21,408 05 


— 


$77,971 82 


23 
‘Treasurer, from April 1st to July 3d, 1844. | 
‘By amount of cash on hand, April Ist, 1844. 


In Promissory Notes, . 800 00 
. In Special Deposites, 1,667 67 
In Specie, 745 31 


:By amount of government liabilities, specie and 
par funds received as per Deposite Warrants, 


In Exchequer Bills, 19,064 96 
In Bonds aud Promissory Notes, 17799 32 
In Henderson Drafts, 661 00 
in Mail Drafts, 2,865 87 
In Assessors’ Drafts, 1,068 56 
In Audited Paper, 186 90 
In Par Funds, 578 75 
In Specie, 29,278 98 


Án 


By amount of Exchequer Bills due M. 

C. Hamilton upon Treasurer’s due 

bill, of date April 30th, 1844, 2,570 00 
By amount of Exchequer Bills due the 

Treasury Department upon Treasu- 

rer's due bill, 284 00 


"TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 'lreasurer's 
Office, Washington, July 4th, 1844. 


: CK. 


$2,012 98 


71,504 34 


2,854 Q0 


$77,271 22 


JAS, H. RAYMOND, 
Acting Treasurer. 


Examined and admitted to settlement for the above balance 
of twenty-one thousand four hundred and eight dollars and 


"five cents. 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, i 
Washington, July 4th, 1844. 


J. B. MILLER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 


34 
DR. Repub. of Temas in account current with J. HB. RAYMOND, 
For amount of cash disbursed upon appropria- 


tions as per Register of Treasury Warrants 
peid, viz : 


In Specie, 20,763 51 
In Exehequer Bills, 20,922 36 
In Par Funds, 284 00 


—— $848,009 87 
For amount of government liabilities delivered 
over to the Secretary of the Treasury, to be 
destroyed in accordance with law, viz: 
In Exchequer Bills, (new issue,) 5,727 00 
In Exchequer change notes, 2,000 00 
In Exchequer Bills, (old issue,) 2,210 00 
9,927 Ob 


— 


In Promissory Notes, 9,996 0U 
in Aucited Paper, 248 33 
in Assessors’ Drafts, $19 27 
In Eenderson Drafts, 1,700 00 
In Real Droits, 400 00 


. —— 60 60 

Hor amount of “Treasurer’s due bill” 

taken up in favor of M. C, Hamilton, 

Acting Secretary of War and Marine, 

date April 30th, 1844—Exchequer 

pis, 2,870 09 
For amount of “Treasurers due bill” 

taken up in favor of "Treasury De- 

palüaet, date Dec, 21st, 1843—Ex- 

ehequer Bills, Zoi OO . 
— 3,554 oU 


For balance of cash on hand: 


Ya finenoquer Bulls, 2,624 42 
In Specie, 11,292 73 
In Promissory Notes, BOO QO 


Íu Special Deposites, ` 1,667 67 
. — — 16,114 83 


$90,539 30 


23. 
Acting "Treasurer, from July Ali, to Qctober 1st, 1844. CR. 


By balance of cash on hand July 4th, as received 
from Á, Brigham: 


In Promissory Notes, 500 @0 

In Special Deposites, 1,667 67 

` In Specie, 17,019 75 

Exchequer Dill, . 2,220 63 
— 21,408 05 ` 


By amount of government liabilities, Specie and 
Par Funds received from revenue as per De- 
posite Warrants, yiz: 


In Specie, 22,000 49 
In Exchequer Bills, o4Jl7 16 
Ín Par Funds 284 Q0 
In Promissory Notes, 9,996 00 
In Audited Paper, 248 33 
Assessors’ Drafts, 919 27 
Henderson Drafts, 1,700 00 
In Mail Drafts, 400 G0 


< ——  _ 69,191 25 


00,589. 30 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT Trensuror's 
Office, Washington, Oct. ist, 1844. 
JAS. H, RAYMOND, 
: Acting Treasurer. 


Examined and admitted to settlement for the above balanec 
of sixteen thousand one hundred and fourteen dollars anc 
eighty-three cents. 

Treasury Department, 
Washington, Oct, 10th, 1814, | 

J. B, MILLER, 
Sec'y of Treasury. 


E 


$6 
[NUMBER 8] 


DR. CASH RECEIPT S—in account 
Jor the years 1842 and 1843, 


To amount received on account of 


Customs. . 360,177 46 


To amount paid in since the 1st of Nov. 
last, on account of Customs, 

To amounts in the hands of Collectors 
of Customs, paid in to them for duties 
on goods, entered prior to the Ist of 
November last, 

"To amounts owing to the Collectors of 
Customs for duties secured by depo- 
site of merchandize in public store, 
up to the 31st of July last, 


—— S 


"To amount of funds received on ac- 
count of Direct Taxes, 

To amount of Direct Taxes collected 
in Drafts issued by especial act to J. 
P. Henderson. 

To amount of Direct Taxes drawn for 
by the Treasury Department to pay 
commissions of assessment, 

To amount of Direct Taxes collected 
in Drafts issued by divers special acts 
to Mail Contractors, 

To amount of Direct Taxes drawn for 
by Treasury Department to pay She- 
riffs commissions of collection, 


To ameunt of funds received on ac- 
count of License 'T'axes, 

'To amount of funds received from mis. 
cellaneous sources, 

"Yo amounts in the hands of Sheriffs 
and county Treasurers, 

Balance, being the excess of expendi- 
tures over receipts, 


16,303 80 


7,500 00 


10,618 45 


32712 89 
6,761 00 
3,551 57 
4,547 40 


2,508 77 


$394,001 71 


50,076 63 
16,503 50 

502 58 
5,000 00 
44,398 58 


Pd 


$511,083 00 


| 
| 
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, current wth EXPENDITURES, CR. 


and to the 31st of October, 1844. 


By amount disbursed on account of the 
appropriations of the year 1842, 198,051 00 
By amount disbursed' on account of the 
appropriations of the year 1843, — 147,274 38 
By amount disbursed on account of the 


appropriation of 1844, 147,850 32 
— ——19493,175 70 


By amount disbursed to J. P, Hender- 


son by special act, 7,461 00 
By amount disbursed to Mail Contrac- i 
tors by special acts, 4,390 96 


——- — 11,851 96 
By amount disbursed for commissions 


of assessing Direct Tax, 3,551 57 
By amount disbursed for commissions. 
of collecting Direct Tax, 2,503 77 


— 6,055 34 
$511,083 00 


By balance brought down, being excess 
of expenditures over receipts, $44,398 58 


Treasury DEPARTMENT, ? 
Washington, Nov. 30th, 1844. 
J. B. MILLER, Sec'y Treasury. 


ANNUAL REPORT 
or THE 


SECRETARY OF WAR AND MARINE. 


—- p 
DEPARTMENT OF WAR AND MARINE, ? 
Washington, Nov. 30th, 1844. $ 


To his Excellency Sam Hourvox., 
President of the Republic of Texas: 


Sir,—In the absence ofthe Hon. Secretary of War, i have 
the honor to submit the following brief statement of transac- 
tions connected with the Department during the current 
year. 

'The company of Mounted Gun Men, authorized by act of 
23d January last, to act as rangers on the western and south- 
western frontier, was raised by the officer designated in said 
act, and reported as organized about the 15th March. The 
full compliment of men were mustered into service for the 
period of time specified, at the expiration of which, our rela- 
tions with Mexico, having assumed a more threatening as- 
pect, suggested the propriety of a continuance of the com- 
pany. It has accordingly, under your Excellency’s direc- 
tions, been retained in service up to the present time. 

It has been actively employed during the whole season, 
and notwithstanding the extensive range embraced in its 
operations, (from the San Saba to the Rio Grande.) it has 
but seldom met an enemy. About the 10th of June, Capt. ` 
Hays encountered a party of sixty or seventy on the waters 
of the Guadalupe, who had, been committing depredations 
in the neighborhood of San Antonio. The party was com- 
posed of Comanches, Wacoes and Mexicans, who fought 
desperately, but were signally defeated, losing in killed and 
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wounded more than forty of their warriors. Accompanying 
is a copy of Capt. Hays’ report of the action, marked A. 
At the date of the last reports received, that frontier was un- 
molested by either Mexicans or Indians. 

The small settlement at Corpus Christi has experienced ` 
considerable annoyance by both Indians and marauding Mex- 
icans during the summer and spring. ' In order to sustain 
and protect the settlement, as far as practicable, the Hon. 
Secretary of War, in the month of June, authorized the or- 
ganization of a company at that point—which was raised, 
and has been sustained by Col. Kinney, under the promise, 
that your Excellency’s attention would be called to ihe sub- 
ject, that the necessary funds might be appropriated by the 
next Congress, to reimburse him in the outlays incident there- 
to. The Department has not as yet been furnished with an 
estimate of the amount. Like authority was also given to 
the border citizens of the counties of Milam and Robertson, 
who had been considerably harrassed for a short period, by 
small parties of Indians, but the companies were not raised ; 
or if raised, were never reported. These, with the detach- 
inent of militia ordered out in the month of August last, from 
the3d brigade, for the purposé of restoring order in the county 
of Shelby, constitute the entire military operations of the 
year. The company stationed at Shelbyville, under Capt. 
Mabbitt, was ordered to be disbanded on the 15th October. 

The battery erected during the last year, at the east end 
of Galveston Island, was completely destroyed some weeks 
since, by the action of the waters of the Gulf, which bad for 
some time been making encroachments upon that end ef the 
island, and duiing a short but seveie gale, the foundation 
gave way and left it a complete wreck. The guns, with 
most of the shot, were secured, and have been removed, as 
also. the jframe-work; but the Department has not had the 
means necessary to rebuild it, nor indeed it would be advis- 
able, unless a more permanent work could be put up. I for- 
bear making any suggestions, however, and will only men- 
tion that the small balance of the appropriation unexpended 
is being reserved for ihe purpose of laying down very tem- 
porary platforms, which may be done with the materials on 
hand, when emergencies require, and at very trifling ex- 
pense. They will answer for the time, but if put down now, 
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would probably be deeayed or torn up before it was found 
necessary to mount guns upon them. ` 

The accompanying statement, marked B, shows the quan- 
tity of guns, small arms and ammunition on hand, and in ser- 
viceable order, There has been nothing done in the way of 
repairing arms during the present year. The appropriation 
made by the last Congress for that purpose, and for the trans- 
portation of the arms, &c., remains unexpended. The 
amount was too small to justify the employment of artisans 
at high wages, and to purchase tools and materials, build 
shops, &c. 

Of the militia, the Department can furnish no information 
that has not already been communicated. There have been 
no returns received from the Major-General, nor any of the 
Brigadiers, since the last annual report. 

With respect to the.navy, I would merely mention, that it 
has been kept in Galveston Bay, in ordinary, as provided for 
by the 6th section of the law of the 5th February last. The 
Hon. Secretary deemed it wholly impracticable to contract 
-for the keeping of the vessels as provided for by the prece- 
ding sections of said act, for reasons that will suggest them- 
‘selves at once. The amount appropriated, (fifteen thousand 
dollars in tze Exchequer Bills of ihe Government, worth, at 
ihat date, only fifty cents on the dollar,) would not have juas- 
tified any one in taking the contract, even had no bond been 
required, to cover the value of the vessels in the event of 
their loss; and besides, two of the vessels were actually ina 
condition at the adjournment of Congress, which rendered 
them liable to sink during the summer; and no allowance 
has been made in the appropriation for the repair of their 
bottoms—no small item either, considering the great want ` 
of conveniences at command. A sufficient number of offi- 
cers was therefore retained in service, to take charge of the 
vessels,—no, not a suficient number, but such a number as 
the appropriation would support, after setting aside the esti- 
mated amount for repairs which were known to be absolutely 
necessary. Two lieutenants and two midshipmen, were 
placed on board, with twelve men, The remainder of the 
officers were discharged, except the pursers, who, in con- 
sequence of the absence of the auditor's books, not being 
able to settle their accounts, were furloughed. 
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As soon as means could be procured from the Treasury, in- 
structions were given the officer in command, to put the two 
vessels alluded to, under contract, 1f practicable, for repair. 
This he found impossible to do, on reasonable terms, and there- 
fore undertook to superintend the work himself, Owing to the 
searcity of purchases and rigging, it was found very tedious 
and expensive, and the epidemic breaking out just at this time, 
to which the commanding officer fell a victim, and all the 
others suffering more or less, suspended the work entirely for 
atime. It was impossible to employ hands, at least at the rates 
demanded by them. In the meantime, the brig Wharton was 
run ashore, to prevent. her sinking. The ships bottom has 
been overhauled at an expense of about four thousand dollars, 
and the brig is In progress, and will, if no disaster occurs, be 
completed in ten or fifteen days. By economising the appro- 
priation, for the purpose of saving those two vessels, the sails, 
&c., &c., of the whole have suifered, not having men to man- 
age and air them. If the brig does not cost, to raise and repair 
her, a larger sum than has been estimated by the commander, 
there will be a sufficiency of money to defray all expenses up to 
the end of December. For the condition of the several vessels, 
their fitness for service, &c., &c., I beg leave to refer you to the 
report of the commanding officer, marked C, which is herewith 
transmitted. 

Resting under the expectation that the Hon. Secretary would 
be pore in time to prepare a report, this has been deferred until 
this ate hour. He is still confined at his late residence above 
by severe indisposition, ‘There are several subjects connected 
with the administration of the Department, to which your Ex- 
celleney's attention should be invited. These, however, with 
such suggestions and recommendations as may be thought ne- 
cessary, together with a more detailed and circumstantial ac- 
count of those glanced at in this statement, will form the subject 
of a separate report by the head of the Department, on his 
arrival here. 

I have the honor to be 

Your obedient servant, 
M. C. HAMILTON, 
Acting Secretary. 


[4] 


REPORT of the Battle of Walkers Creek, fought by Capt. 
J. C. Hays, in June, 1844. 


SAN Antono, June 16, 1844. 


Hon. Secretary of War and Marine, 

Sir,—On the first of this month, I left camp, which was near 
this place, with fifteen men, for the purpose of scouring the 
country, and, if possible, to ascertain what tribe of Indians 
were committing so many depredations, 

I proceeded a north course, as far as between the Perdenales 
and Llano. After scouring that country, and wishing to go no 
further, on account of the negotiations that were going on, I 
concluded to return; although I saw sufficient sign of Indians 
to have induced me to procced farther up the country. But 
having an eye single to my instructions, I deemed it prudent to 
return. 

When on Walker’s creek, about fifty miles above Seguin, 
when encamped, a party of Indians made their appearance, 
numbering about ten, and endeavored to draw me out. Iim- 
mediately ordered my men to saddle, and prepare to fight; for 
T could have no doubt but that their intentions were hostile. 
sifter being mounted, I proceeded slowly towards them—they, 
at the same time, using every art and stratagem to throw me 
off my guard, and induce me to give chase to them. They, 
however, did not succeed in their design. 

I then fell into the timber, and moved up the creek about a 
quarter of a mile, when I discovered their number to be be- 
tween sixty and seventy. Alter ascertaining that they could 
not decoy or lead me astray, they came out boldly, formed 
themselves, and dared us to the fight: Ithen ordered a charge; 
and, after discharging our rifles, closed in with them, hand to 
hand, with my five-shooting pistols, which did good execution. 
Had it not been for them, I doubt what the consequences would 
have been. 1 cannot recommend these arms too highly. 

The fight, which was a moving one, continued to the dist- 
ance of about three miles—being desperately contested by both 
parties. After the third round from the five-shooters, the In- 
dians gave way; but, whenever pressed severely, making the 
most desperate charges and efforts to defeat me. 

I however, charged their ranks; and, with a courage that 1s 


» 
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‘arely displayed, my men succeeded in routing and putting 
hem to flight —killing twenty dead on the ground, and wound- 
ug, at the lowest estimate, twenty or thirty more. 

The second day after the fight, (having remained where the 
ight took place, on account of my wounded,) a party of four 
made their appearance. J immediately ordered six men to give 
chase to them; thinking at the same time, that they had embo- 
died, and presumed to give me another fight. My men, at the 
word, mounted their horses, and pursued them about a mile, 
when they came upon them and killed three of them—the fourth 
having evinced a disposition to escape, if possible, from the 
first. - 

My loss was, one killed (Peter Fosh) and three badly woun- 
ded, but not mortally, and one slightly. Two were wounded 
with lances and two with arrows. 

The party consisted of Camanches, Wacoes and Mexicans. 

I will here take oceasion to say, that my men evinced no dis- 
may ; but, on the contrary, would dare them to come to the 
charge. 

Your obedient serv’t, 

JOHN C. HAYS, 
Commanding S. W, Frontier. 
RECAPITULATION. 

Loss of Mezicans and Indians, killed on the ground, 23.— 
Wounded, most of them badly, 30. My loss was, killed, 1— 
Peter Fosh. "Wounded badly, 3, S. H, Walker, R. A, Gilles- 


pie, and W. B. Lee, Wounded slightly, 1, Andrew Erskine. 
J. C. HAYS, 


Com. S. W. Fron. 


` 


[C] 
Sarr Austin, Galveston, ? 
Nov. lih, 1844, | 
M. C. Hamilton, Esq. 
Acting Secy of War and Marine, 

Sir,—Agreeably to your instructions of the 27th October, I 
have made out estimates for repairs, outfits, paying and pro- 
visioning officers and men, for one year, for all the vessels when 
aetively engaged at sea, aud cruiziug ; also, estimates for keep- 
ing them in ordinary, for one year. The ship Austin to he 
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fitted out for sea, would require entirely new bulwarks, new 
lower masts, new top masts, new fore and cross jack yards, new 
sails in part, all running and part of standing rigging, and am- 
munition; a part of her sails, from lying so long without dry. 
ing, have become so mildewed, that they would not be fit for 
use without first undergoing considerable repairs. "There is 
now on hand 1000 round, canister and patent shot, and 500 
charges of powder, The powder would not answer to take to 
sea. 

The brig Wharton has considerable rotten timber in her 
bulwarks and stern frame, which would require much repair- 
ing, as you will find by the estimates for her. She has but one 
lower mast, and zhaf I have appropriated to the brig “Acher,” 
` as there are but enough spars from both brigs to fit out one. 
By doing this, it makes the Archer complete in spars, conse- 
quently it leaves an estimate for all spars, for the brig Whar- 
ton. 

The “Archer,” I think a stronger and much better vessel 
than the Wharton, and not half so rotten 1n her timbers and 
upper works. The sails of the "Archer" would answer for a 
cruize with some slightiepans, The Wharton's sails are very 
much mildewed, and unfit for use, except at great expeace first 
in repairs. 

The schooner “San Bernard” is the best vessel now belong- 
ing to the Government, having but very few rotten timbers iu 
her, and good sound masts, but deficient in sails for a eruize. 
Most of the repairs for the Bernard. are hammock rails, and 
work on deck. In consequence of having no money, I have 
been unable to take the ship's güns on board; the few men 
now on board have been engaged for the last ten days in briug- 
ing all light articles, such as ngging, Elocks and sails; &c., from 
the schooner to the ship. Were there fifty men on board, F 
could find enough for them to do, for one month, in clearing ` 
up decks, securing property, and putting the vessels in order 
for preservation. If the brig Wharton is to be fitted out or her 
bottom repaired, I would suggest the propriety of doing it as 
soon as possible, 1nasmuch as the longer she lies in her present 
condition, the more difficult it will be to get her off, and the 
expense of doing so will be increased. 


I have the honor to be 1 
Your most obedient servant, 
WM. C. BRASHEAR, 
Com. Navy in ordinary. 
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REPORT 
OF THE 


-CHIEF CLERK 


OF THE 


GENERAL POST OFFICE, 


DEPARTMENT OF M 
GENERAL Post OFFICE, 
Washington, Dec. 2d, 1844. 
To the Hon. ANSON JONES, 
Seerctary of State: 
Sir, —In accordance with your instructions, 1 have the honor 
herewith to present a statement, with documents accompany- 
ing, showing the operations of the General Post Ojlice since the 
last annual Report. 
No. 1—Statement of the Quarterly Returns of each Post 
Office, trom Oct. Ist, 1843, to September 30th, 1811. 

No. 2—Appointments of Post Masters. 

No. 8—Statement of the cost of Mail transportation, under 
contract from March Ist, 1844, to April Ist, 1315. 

No. 4—Foreign Mail transportation. 

No. 5 —Comparati ze Statement of the Revenue of the various 
Offices, from Oct. Ist, 1843, to Sept. 30th, 1844. 

The amount for the transportation of the mails to March Ist, 
1814, was not entirely expended: there remained at that date 
the sum of S131 75, which, added to the appropriation for this 
year, and an additional sum of $950, which, F trust, will he 
early appropriated, will enable us to transport the mails to the 
termination o£ our present contracts, Ist April, 1845. 

The contingent fund for the past year was insufficient to pay 
the expenses of the Bureau, and for the coming year we shall 
require a much larger appropriation,—at the commencement oi 
the new contracts we shall not have a serviceable mail-bag, and 
shall be without Post Office blanks. An estimate of the cost of 
these articles, &oc., will be furnished the proper committee, dur- 
ing the session of Congress, I have the honor to be 

Your very obed't serv't, 


- 


DAN J, TOLER. 


[NO. 1.]— Statement of the Quarter l y Returns, from October 1st, 1843, zo September 30th, 1844. 


COUNTIES, 


Austin, 


Bastrop. 
Hi 


-Bexar. 


` Bowie. 
[44 


Hi 
t“ 


Brazos. 


Brazoria. 


[1] 
[14 
[11 


Colorado. 
[44 


Fannin, 
a 


Fayette. 
t 


OFFICES. 
Arnold's, 
Centre Hull, 
Industry, 
San Felipe, 
Shelby's, 
Bastrop, 

Mt. Pleasant, 
San Antonio, 
Boston, 

De Kalb, 
Moore’s, 
Weaver's, 


' Boonville, 


Brazoria, 
Columbia, 
San Luis, 
Velasco, 
Columbus, 
Egypt, 
Honey Grove, 
Bois d'Arc, 
La Grange, 
Rutersville, 


POST MASTERS. 
S. Arnold, 

D. Ayers, 

J. G, Sieper, 
J, Hillyard, 

D, Shelby, 

J. Nicholson, 
A.J. Denson,” 
J. W. Smith, 

» W. Dabbs, 
, J. Williams, 
, H, Moore, 

, W. Weaver, 
. Boyles, 

. M. Westervelt, 
. Underwood, 
. Burr, 

. F. Clement, 
. Rail, 

. Menefee, 

- Ervin, 

. W. Lee, 

, L. Vail, 

A Manley, 


EE 


1843. 
Ath qr. 
$ 1 26 
19 06 
8 7T 
7 95 
11 14 
23 43 
5 36 


39 37 


18 69 
8 56 
7 23 
1 03 
1 25 
37 83 
21 63 
3 66 
11 16 
13 05 
12 54 
1 79 


63 54 
10 50 


1844, 
Ist qr 
$ 1 26 
17 29 
7 50 
19 85 
13 47 
36 43 
5 36 
39 61 
25 54 
5 30 
5 10 
1 97 
4 38 
50 12 
38 27 
1 03 
9 30 
32 68 
12 30 
2 23 


71 77 
9 00 


1844. 1844. 
2d qr. 3d qr. 
$287 $2 88 
17 18 13 63 
7 64 8 09 
7 72 12 64 
10 14 9 A8 
32 36 25 45 
27 93 563 81 
18 28 17 14 
9 58 6 94 
1 10 1 58 
4 72 277 
23 81 36 16 
20 72 18 04 
TO 47 
7 55 12 69 
25 09 25 93 
1281 17 11 
2 33 
517071 51 28 


9°66, 12 17 


de 


di 


Fort Bend, 
Di 


HI 


Galveston, 
Gonzales, 
« 


Harris, 

e£ 
Harrison. 

[14 i 

[11 

Hi k 
* Houston. 
f « 


* ( 
[11 


Jackson. 
Jasper. 
« 


Jefferson, 
Lamar. 
t$ 


Liberty, 
H 


4 


Ingram's Prairie, 
Big Creek, 
Hodge's Bend, 
Richmond, 
Galveston, 
Gonzales, 
Seguin, 
Houston, 
Penn’s, 
Marshall, 

Mt. Mourn, 
Parry's, 

Port Caddo, 
Fort Houston, 
Mustang Prairie, 
Alabama, 
Crockett, 
Texana, 
Jasper, 
Zavalla, 
Beaumont, 
Paris, 

Miller's, 

Jiber ty, 

West Liberty 
Swartwout,, 


J. A. Miller, 
A. C. Dodd, 
A. Hodge, 

G. W. McMahan, 
R. D. Johnson, 
D. B. Peck, 

P. Smith, 

M. K. Snell, 
D. P. Penn, 

C. Askew, 

J. L. Dilliard. 
S. M. Parry, 
W. EL Cobb, 
W. McDonald, 
G. Hallmark, 
J. M. Caldwell, 
Thos. P. Collins, 
B. J. White, 

H, Good, | 
T. B, Huling, 
W. P. Herring, 
J. Long, 

R. G. Miller, 
T. Fitzgerald, 


W. Van Dam, 


12 95 


LE 


COUNTIES, _ 
Liberty. 
Di 


D 
* u 
* 
a 


Matagorda. 
& 
Di 
Milam. 
t 
“ 
Montgomery. 
m 


ti 

it 

i 

[f 
Nacogdoches. 

DI 


6 
st 
* (t 
a 


OFPICE3. 


Wolf Creek, 
Anahuac, 
Beache's, 
Ratclifi’s, 
Kellam’s, 
Criswell’s, 
Peach Creek, 
Preston, 
Matagorda, 
Caldwell, 
Nashville, 
Diliard’s, 
Montgomery, 
Cincinnati, 
Huntsville, 
Rusk, 
Fanthorp’s, 
Lone Oak, 
Douglass, 
Melrose, 

Mt. Airy, 
Nacogdoches, 
Dallas, 
Flournoy’s, 


POST MASTERS. 


W. L. Mann, 
C. Willeox, 
C, Beache, 
R. R. Ratcliff, 
A. D. Kellam, 
T. Criswell, 
C. S, Betts, 
J. Thompson, 
G. W. Ward, 
L. L. Chiles, 
W, D. Thompson, 
T. Dillard, 
C. B, Stewart, 
I. Tousey, 
A. MeDonald, 
M, Manning, 
J. B. Harris, 
B. F. Thomason, 
BR. G. Hall, 
ID J. Johnson, 
C, S. Garrett, 
A, Sterne, 
J. N. Bryan, 
S. M. Flournoy, 


1843, 
Ath qr. 


10 56 


cp i> ct ` 
pæ i> — 0C 


1844. 
lst qr. 


3 09 


1844. 
2d qr. 
3 10 
2 34 


1844. 
3d qr. 


234 
L 33 


S£ 


Red River. _ 
Ki 


te 
* Robertson. 
[11 


San Augustine. 
Shelby. 
Travis. 
Victoria. 
Washington. 

t 


H 


Washington. 
D 


nd 


Clarksville, A. M. Crooks, 
Daingerfield, J. G. Chambers, 
Savannah, A. J. Titus, 
Fort Boggy, W. McKay Ball, 
Franklin, H. Owen, 

Alta Springs, D. W. C. Vary, 
Europe, P. H. Hays, 
Melton's, E. Melton, 


Chambers’ Creek, ‘Thomas 1. Smith, 
Parker's Point, J. D. Smith, 
Wheelock's, S. W. Kellogg, 
Henderson, J. C. Miller, 
Golden Drain, ` A. Vannoy, 
Milam, F. M Weathered, 
Sabine Town, O. D. Wyche, 
San Augustine, T. G. Broocks, 


Shelbyville, W. C. Crawford, 
Austin, H. G. Catlett, 
Victoria, J. A. Moody, 
Oedar Creek, E. D. Little, 
Independence, M., Johnson, 
Brenham. J. Ralston, 

Mt. Yernon, W. W. Buster, 
Washington, W. D. Miller, 


"The proceeds of these offices are given for the transportation of private mails. 


i 


— — 


51234 70 1,363 49 1,123 01 1,157 44 


4 76 


8 29 ` 


9 40 


55 39 
14 42 
23 99 
54 62 
13 75 
28 12 


9 80 
68 61 


bi St 
3 13 
1i 16 


5 63 
13 31 


7 76 
64. 39 
14° 34 

6 47 
26 39 
14 45 
94 46 


931 
60 62 


DÉI 


No. 2.— Appointments. 


In accordance with the requirements of the sixth and seventh sections of an act, entitled “An Act 
to alter and amend the various acts relating to the duties of Chief Justices, and prescribing the man- 
ner in which Commissions shall be issued, and for other purposes,” approved February 3d, 1844,—I, 
have the honor to report that Commissions have been issued to the following Post Masters, since Oc- 
tober Ist, 1843, and whose Bonds are on file m this Bureau. 


Posr Masrers, OFFICES. COUNTIES, Dare or COMMISSION. 
S. M. Flournoy, Flournoy's, Nacogdoches, Nov. 8th, 1843. 
L. L. Chiles, Caldwell, Milam, Dec. llth, * 
M. P. Norton, Houston, Harris, Jan. — Ist, 1844. 
J. A. Miller, Ingram’s Prairie, Fayette, Jan. 25th, “ 
C. J. Birdsall, Fanthorp’s, Montgomery, Feb, 14th, « 
O. Earll, Columbus, Colorado, s 3d, “ 
D. P, Penn, Penn’s, Harris, a wo , 
H. G. Catlett, Austin, Travis, “« 65th, “ 
A. Li. Vail, La Grange, Fayette, “ 25th, “ 
C. Willcox, Anahuac, Liberty, April 6th, “ 
E. D. Little, Cedar Creek, Washington, « 11th, o 
J. Ralston, Brenham, f « May 18th, «“ 
C. A. Betts, Peach Creek, Matagorda, June 10th, “ 
B. B. Peck, ` Gonzales, Gonzales, * 15th, “ 
> A. M. Crooks, Clarksville, Red River, « 23d, “ 


T, Dillard, Diliard's, Milam, « BOth, “ 


OF 


"PT 


J. W.-Dabbs, 
W. W. Buster, 
W. Boyles, 

J. Long, 

C. Beache, . 
R. K. Ratcliff, 
Casey Askew, 
A. J. Denson, 
A. D. Kellam, 
T. Criswell, 
W. H. Cobb, 
B. F. Thomason, 
J. B. Harris, 
M. K. Snell, 
W. Conway, 
D. W. €. Vary, 
P. H. Hays, 

A. Vannoy, 

E. Melton, 
Thos. I. Smith, 
J. D. Smith, 
W. D. Miller, 
P. H. Petty, 


Boston, 

Mt. Vernon, 
" Boonville, 

Paris, 

Beache's, 

Wolf Creck, 

Marshall, 


Mount Pleasant, | 


Kellam's Mills, 
Criswell's, 
Fort Caddo, 
Lone Oak, 
Fanthorp's, 
Houston, 
Damon's Mills, 
Alta Springs, 
Europe, 

. Golden Drain, 
Melton’s, 
Chambers’ Creek, 
Parker’s Point, 
Washington, 
Preston, 


Bowie, 
` Washington, 
Brazos, 
Lamar, 
Liberty, 
[11 


Harrison, 

Bastrop, 

Liberty, 
ie 


Harrison, 
, Montgomery, 
D 


Harris, 

Fort Beud, 

Robertson, 
te 


Rusk, 


Robertson, 
[71 


«4 
Washington, . 
Matagorda, 


| 


July 1st, 1844, 
€ 


* — 6th, 
[11 DÉI 

* — fih, 
* 18h, 


Aug. 24th, 
Sept. 4th 3 
[17 Di 


LE ç 

4t £4 

€“ £e 

«€ [11 
vg 91st, 
Oct. ist, 
* 15th, 

[11 44 

* 21st, 
“ — 93d, 
“ 99th, 
Nov. &th, 

AE ag 
. €* ilth, 
“ 23d, 


D 
et 


Ip 
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{No. 3.]—Statement of the cost of Mail Transportation under 
contract, from March 1st, 1844, to April 1st, 1845, 12 
months. 


NO. OF NAMES OF AMOUNT OF DISTANCE RATE PER 
ROUTE. CONTRACTORS, CONTRACT. IN MILES. MILE. 


i Thos. G. Masterson, $1,440 180 $ 8 00 
2 W.B. Goodman, 1,050 105 10 00 
3 Andrew Miller, 679 97 7 00 
A NH. Darnell, 300 30 10 00 
5 Andrew Miller, 609 87 7 00 ' 
6 Andrew Miller, 700 100 7 00 
7 Jacob McFarland, 900 90 10 00 
8 Jacob McFarland, 1,210 121 10 00 
9 Jacob McFarland, 380 aS 10 00 
10 Andrew Miller, 175 25 7 00 
11 John Hamilton, ` 600 60 10 00 
12 Hamilton & haird, S40 100 8 40 
i3 Hamilton & Laird, 420 50 8 40 
14 Charles Smith, 848 100 8 48 
15 Thos. G. Masterson, 1,099 133 S 26 
16 - Thos. G. Masterson, 750 90 8 33 
17 Stephen Tichenor, 400 80 5 00 
18 J. F. Brown, 1,122 55 65 17 27 
19 Thos. G. Masterson, 830 105 7 90 
90 Thos. G. Masterson, 849 100 8 42 
91 Jobn Craddock, 400 59 6 77 
22 R. H. Grimes, 819 100 8 12 
23 Harvey Kendrick, 700 50 777 


M—"À———— Zem? 


$17,100 55 2,005 Milcs. 
Average cost per mile, $8 53. 


43 
[No. 4]—Poreign Mail Transportation. 


" Paid R. D. Johnson, Post Master at Galveston, being the 
amounts disbursed by him in receiving foreign mails, from 
October 1st, 1843, to September 30th, 1844 : 


4th quarter, 1848, $76 27 
Let quarter, 1844, 140 54 
2d quarter, 1844, 131 00 
ord quarter, 1844, 88 00 


eee 


$435 81 


The above amounts have been paid out of the appropria- 
tions fur mail transportation. Galveston being the principal 
port of entry, nearly all the foreign mails are received there, 
and distributed through the country—which will account for 
the excess over the receipts of that office, and will more fully 
appear by reference to the following account cutrent, being a 
copy of the last received from that office. 


44 


Dr. The Post Office at Galveston, County of Galveston, in ac 
from the ist day of July, 1844, 1 


1. To Postage of Letters which remained in office as 

per last account, $15 374 
2. To Postage of Letters unpaid from other offices 

this quarter, 94 181 
3. To Postage of Way Letters received at this office 

this quarter, 5 60 
4. To Postage of Letters undercharged from other 

offices this quarter, 124 
5. To Postage of 1,104 Ship Letters originally for 

this delivery, at 64 cents, 69 00 
6. To Postage of Paid Letters sent from this office 

this quarter, 7 50 


191 683 


— 


12. To balance, as above, being the amount of post- 


age collected this quarter, 164 873 
13. To Postage on newspapers and pamphlets this 
quarter, $7 69 


14. Deduct Postage of dead newspapers, 1 00-—6 69 
15. To balance due the Galveston Post Office this 
quarter, 88 202 


+ 


4 


Eege 


259 774 


—cc.a| w w — 


DS CENE ve cu c ema 


45 


count current with the General Post Office Department, CR. 
the 30th day of September, 1844, 


7. By postage of letters overcharged and mis-sent 
this quarter, i 561 
8. ** postage of letters forw'd to other offices, this qe. 9833 
9. * .*  ** dead letters sent to Gen. P.O. * 6 «064 
10. * .**  Jetters remaining in this office ** 19 95 
11. * — balance carried down, 164 87i 


". 


191 683 


— 
— 


16. By commission on $100, letter postage, at 25 


per cent., $35 Q0 
17. By commission on $64. 874, letter post- ` 

age, at 20 per cent., 12 971-37 974 
18. By commission on $6 69; newspaper postage, 

at 50 per cent., 3 345 


19. By 4,258 ship letters, paid for this quarter as " 
per receipts, $85 16—Exchequer at 80 cents, 106 45 


20. By contingent expenses as per receipts, $48 50: 
EE at 50 cents, i S 54 37i 
21. By despatching foreign mails this quarter, 25 00 
22. By advertising letters this quarter, 9 96 
23. By keeping mail registers two quarters for routes 
16 and 17, 12 00, 
24. By 67 free letters mailed here this quarter; 67 
25. By transporting the Houston mail to and from 


the boats, 19 00 


$259 774 


— 


No. 5. 


Comparative statement of the revenue of the various offices, from 
October 1st, 1842, to September 30th, 1844. 


4th quarter, 1842, $365 16 
Tat SS 1843, 529 75 
2d S * 1,4297 56 
od “ “ — 1,103 66 


$8,426 07 


4th quarter, 1843, $1,234 70 
ist “ 1844, 1,963 49 
2d p $s 1,129 OL 
od “ e 1,157 44 


$4,878 04 - 


The 4th section of an act, entitled “An Act to provide for 
the carrying of the Public Mails for the year 1844, and esta- 
blishing the iates of postage," approved January 27th, 1844, 
reduced the rates of letter postage one half, and went into 
operation on the 1st day of March last, which will account 
for the falling off in tbe amounts of the two last quarters. 
Notwithstanding the reduction of postage, the revenue is 
nearly equal to the same quarters of 1843. 


REPORT 
op THE 


COMMISSIONER 


OF THE 


GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 


i GENERAL LAND OFFICE, 
Austin, Oct. 2d, 1844. 


To his Excellency the President, and the Honorable the Senate 
and the House of Representatives of the Republic of Tex ss: 


Gentlemen,—The business of the General Land Office, 
although partially, is not fully 1esumed, and cannot be until 
the government archives al Austin are restored to the vari- 
ous departments to which they belong. But few patents 
ean be issued on military claims, as the law for the detec- 
tion of fraudulent land certificates requires all military land 
warrants to be approved by the Secretary of War, before a 
` patent can issue for land covered by them; and he cannot 
know whether or not those presented to him for approval are 
genuine, until he obtains possession of the records of his of 
fice. 

The business of the General Land Office is so connected 
with and dependent upon the various departments of the 
government, and they, reciprocally, are sa connected with the 
Land Office, that the business of cach can be only partially 
transacted, and much inconvenience naturally results to the 
citizens of the Republic, unless they are all in possession of 
their records, and in operation at the same place. It is 
hoped that the Honorable Congress may take some action 
e this subject, as persons from the most remote parts o£ 

the Republic frequently visit Austin for the sole purpose of 


EE. ATTEN 


, 48 


obtaining patents for their lands, which cannot be issued to ' 
them in consequence of the reasons above stated. 

Urged as I am by a strong sense of duty, and a desire to 
aid in bringing to perfection as far as I can the land system 
that exists in this country, I regret the necessity of present- 
ing to the notice of the Honorable Congress, yearly, many 
matters which have hitherto retarded and even prevented, so 
far as their influence could be felt, the accomplishment of 
that object. Without arrogating to myself superior saga- 
city, concerning ihe subjects thus presented, and without 
the intention of charging upon the Honorable Congress a wil- 
ful or careless negligence of the interests of the country, I 
will nevertheless allege as my reasons for again submitting 
many subjects contained in this report, that had been previ- 
ously urged both in my official report of 1841, and also in 
that which 1 rendered at the last session of Congress, a firm 
conviction that the measures which I recommended require 
at least the serious considerations I have claimed for them; 
that they would be of immense permanent benefit to the Re- 
public ; and lastly that it is not simply my privilege, but also 
my duty to specify the requisites necessary to enable me 
io perform the duties pertaining to my office. If it should 
be thought that, in pursuing this course, I necessarily meddle 
with matters which belong, exclusively, to the law-making 
powers of the country, and that my report should present a 
mere statistical table of business facts, I would correct such 
an erroneous impression by calling the attention of those who 
may possess it, to the necessity which is imposed upon me 
of exercising daily and hourly almost judicial power, when 
my acts should be merely ministerial; but the unfortunate 
land system that has obtained in this country, which arose 
partly from political events, and partly from unwise legisla- 
tion, is so diversified in its character and discordant in its va- 
rious parts, as utterly to forbid the possibility at this late pe- 
riod of harmonizing it in such a manner as will secure justice 
to all, without the interposition of the judiciary; much, how- 
ever, may be done by an immediate attention tothe defects 
of that system—those defects are made manifest to me by 
daily experience, and canuot be passed over slightly or with- 
out proper notice, The low price of lands has hitherto, and 
probably will, for some time to come, prevent much litiga- 


49 


tion concerning them; the consequence of this is, that the va- 
rious land laws remain almost as crude and uncertain, as they 
were at the date of their creation. A Statute, unless perfect 
in sense and language, is always a matter of judicial construc- 
tion; 1n these two important requisites, all must concur that the 
statutes of this country are sadly deficient, and in addition to 
the defects of each particular statute, there will be perceived a 
great want of harmony in them, when taken together, as form- 
ing the body of the land law of this country—many have been 
created to promote local and private purposes, and many gene- 
ral statutes have been repealed after rights have been fully ac- 
quired under them. From my own personal experience, I feel 
warranted in asserting that the land laws of this country, ina 
body, form a mass of incongruities that will entail upon pos- 
terity the task of ascertaining their rights, by reference to the 
judicial tribunals of the Republie. But without attempting an 
exposition of the manifold defects of the land law, I would res- 
pecttully invite the attention of the Honorable Congress to, and 
earnestly entreat their action upon the following subjects : 
The objection to the 40th section of the General Land Law, 
which ereates:counties, organized for the purposes of represen- 
tation, the land sections provided for by the 10th section of the 
general provisions of the constitution, I represented both in my 
report of 1841, aud also in that of last year; but as Congress 
took no action upon the subject, I deem it my duty again to set 
forth the necessity of constituting permanently land sections, 
or of wholly divorcing the various laws affecting the legality of 
surveys, from their present dependency upon the above men- 
tioned Jaw. The situation of a tract of land conceded by the 
government, should have a certain unalterable designation, so 
thatit may be atany time ascertained without difficulty; if this 
is not the case, conflicting claims will constantly arise, as they 
have already arisen, between the owners of landssituated in ad- 
joining counties. As I have before represented, many tracts of 
land have been entered, surveyed, and the field-notes have been 
returned to the General Land Office, sworn to by two different 
surveyors, as laying in each of their respective counties—this 
confliction has arisen in consequence of the precise boundary 
or dividing line between those counties, not having beep as- 
certained and agreed upon by the surveyors; but, even allow- 
ing that the boundaries should be ascertained, so fluetuating are 
the laws organizing the representative counties which yearly 
subtract from the territory of one county and give it to another, 
D 


a o 9 eet” 
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and divide the territory of one county into two or more, that - 
the innumerable changes in relation to the location, survey, | 
and recording of the field-notes of surveys would, even in this 
case, cause immense injustice and confusion. At the present 
time, so uncertain are county boundaries, and so liable are they 
to be disputed, that no reliance can be placed upon the titles to 
lands that may be affected by them. The laws relative to 
county boundaries, are almost without a single exception, 
vague and indefinite; in addition to which, not one of them has 
been fully acted upon,—the surveyors of the various counties, 
unwilling to run county lines, at the low price allowed, have 
surveyed up to the imaginary boundaries of their several coun- 
ties, and thus it is that, only in certain cases, (where the field- 
notes of a.survey glaringly show that the same tract has been 
located as laying 1n two different counties,) is the coufliction of 
claims in any degree known or regarded. It is plain to be seen 
that, although a great necessity may exist for the susceptibility 
of representative counties to alteration, according as their pop- 
ulation may increase or diminish, so as to secure an equal re- 
presentation of all the citizens of this Republic, yet the desig- ' 
nation of a portion of territory for the purposes of 1epresenta- 
tion, cannot, by any possible means, answer the purposes de- 
signed to be effected by the creation of land sections, which, 
so far from being liable to alteration, should be contra-distin- 
guished from representative counties, and characterized by the 
impossibility of altering or changing their boundaries in any 
manner whatever. The evident intention of the provision of 
the constitution above refered to, was to have caused the 
country to have been sectionized according to the plan adopted 
by the United States Government, and had that iutention been 
carried out, the objection above complained of never could have 
existed. It is plainly deducible, from what I have already 
shown, that the before mentioned provisions of the Constitu- 
tton, which direets the country to be sectionized, in a manner 
to be pointed out by law, so that the lands covered by valid 
titles, and the vacant lands, ean be ascertained, is not complied 
with by the 40th section of the general iand law, which adopts 
the representative counties as the land sections, which are al- 
1eady, provided for and established, and are also directly oppo- 
site in their character to the land sections intended by the Con- 
stitution, which, in directing that the country should be sec- 
tonized, in a manner to be pointed out by law, contemplated 
that some wise and energetic action should be taken for the 


P 


< 5t 


beneficial object speeifjed in the latter part of section 10th ; but 
section 40th, of the general land. law, the only law that ever 
has been created upon the subject, so far from showing a com- 
pliance with the Constitution, manifests only the desire of the 
legislators to evade, by what they no doubt considered a formal 
compliance therewith, a duty imposed upon them by the Con- 
stitution of their country, and which experience proves to have 
been created for a wise and necessary purpose But the time 
is now passed at which the benefits, intended to have been 
secured by this provision of the Constitution, can-be realized ; 
the passive and evasive comphance therewith, however provi- 
ded for by the 40th section of the general land law, can be so 
improved, by, constituting the representative counties, as now 
established by law, permanent land sections, as still io secure 
the most beneficial results, and prevent much liugation which 
must arise under the present law. To effect this, provision 
should be made by Congress for a surveyor to establish, accord- 
ing to the direction of, the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, the boundaries of the existing representative counties, 
which shonld remain unchanged until the land titles of this 
country are permanently settled. This provision for the esta- 
blishment of land sections, would necessarily demand a change 
in the laws providing for the creation of county sutveyors, who 
are now elected by the votes of the representative counties. — 
This change necessary to be made, I would respectfully pro- 
pose, shonld be as follows, viz: Hat the Commissioner of the 
General Land Oifice should have the power of appointing count 
ty surveyors, subject to the approval of Congress or the Presi- 
deut. If the power of creating county surveyors should te 
delegated in this way, it is clear that great facilities would be 
afforded to the Commissioner of the General Land Office, who 
would thereby be enabled to choose officers in every way com- 
petent to perform their duty. The surveyors, at the present 
time elected by the people, are governed in the discharge of 
their duties, more by political than professional considerations, 
It is true that they are bonded in the sum of ten thousand dol- 
lars, faithfully to discharge their duties, aud they ae also 
directed by law to obey the instructions they may 1eceive from 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office; but this obliga- 
tion and direction of the law are very little 1egarded hy them, 
when weighed in the scale with their political interests. In a 
multiplieity of cases, the question with the county stirveyor is, 
whether it is better for him to obey the people, from whom he 
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receives his office, or the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office. He cannot serve two masters, and if the interests of 
the “sovereign people," the power which clothed him with 
oflice, and gave him employment, conflicts with the instruc- 
tions he receives from the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office, he will naturally disregard the latter and subserve the 
interests of the former, from whom he expects to receive fu- 
ture benefits. I& would be unreasonable and absurd to sup- 
pose, that any other than the principle of reciprocity will govern 
the surveyor in the discharge of his duties; he is grateful to 
his supporters for electing him to office, and he is also mindful 
of the policy that dictates to him the propriety of so conform- 
ing to their wishes as to ensure their approbation and 
support. If we, therefore, admit that county surveyors may be 
governed by the ordinary motives of human action; to urge 
the propriety of their election by the people, would be to pre- 
suppose that the interests of the people could not possibly con- 
flict with the laws regulating the duties of surveyors; a pre- 
sumption that, I would respectfully suggest, is unwarranted, 
when we contemplate the many speculations that have been 
attempted in the public lands of this country. Independent of 
the above reasons, I would also urge that the Commissioner of 
the General Land Office is the most competent judge of the 
qualifications of individuals desiring that office; his constant 
intercourse with the various surveyors, enables him to ascertain 
their respective merits and competency to fill the office. It 
cannot be denied furthermore, that the professional merit of 
those elected to that office, receives but little consideration, and 
tends but slightly to their success with the people; consequent- 
ly, 1t frequently happens, that persons totally incompetent to 
discharge the duties of the office, are elected through the per- 
sonal regard entertained for them; the popularity of their man- 
ners, or the political influence subject to their control. But it 
is with the Commissioner of the Generai Land Office that coun- 
ty surveyors transact their business as publie officers; and they 
should, therefore, be subject to his control, —the influence that 
the present law gives him over them is only nominal, and en- 
forced be no direct penalty. The surveyor being merely liable 
for damages on his official bond, for any malfeasance of office, 
which, in most instances, cannot be ascertained until the mis- 
chief is irreparable, and the surveyor entirely divested of 
official responsibility. In many instances the illegality and 
fraud which have, without any kind of doubt, been perpetrated, 
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will not be diseovered for years to come; but,in most cases, 
where the Commissioner of the General Land Office Has a 
direct control over the acts of the surveyor, he can take mea- 
sures to enable him to detect any fraudulent act before the sur- 
veyor's term of office expires, i 

I would also repregent, that the price now allowed by law 
for surveying, is mugh too low to induce competent men to 
accept the office. In this country, pnly two dollars per mile is 
allowed by law, while, in Louisiana, from four to eight dollars 
‘per-mile is allowed by the U. States Government, according to 
the kind of land that isto be surveyed. Qn the frontier, where 
the most of the surveying is done, at the present time, and 
where surveyors are constantly exposed to attacks from the 
Indians, the price of surveying will not even furnish them 
with the guard necessary for their protection. 

In many counties, it is found to be entirely impossible to in- 
duce men, in the least degree competent, to accept the office ; 
and, where competent men will accept of it, the low price al- 
lowed by law will not compensate them for surveying with the 
accuracy necessary to be observed, and which they would ob 
serve if a fair price were allowed for their services; many sur- 
veys thus carelessly made, are rejected at the General Land 
Office for the errors they contain, and the owners of the lands 
are put to the additional labor and expense of having a new 
survey made, which is ‘also liable, for the same reason, to the 
same fate, 

Another consequence of the low piice allowed by the gov- 
ernment for surveying, is, that great prejudice results to the 
holders of scrip sold by the various agents of this government. 
In scarcely a single instance has the holder of such scrip been 
enabled to get it surveyed for the price allowed by our laws, 
but has been compelled to pay an additional sum demanded by 
the surveyor. 

I would suggest therefore, that the surveyor should be aliow- 
ed to make his own contract within the limit above proposed, 
and thus receive a price proportioned to the value of his ser- 
vices, which will vary greatly, according to the kind of coun- 
try in which he is to operate, The value of surveying 
swampy lands, is also much greater than it isin a prairie, or a 
highland timber country. The most populous counties more- 
over, are now mostly surveyed up, and the surveyors of those 
counties have little other business, at the present time, than to 
run dividing lines for the partitioning of lands, and occasion: 
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ally make a small survey, for which purpose they are also 
compelled to run other lines and eorreet surveys previously 
made; for which extra services they are not entitled to charge, 
and which is necessary to enable them to perform their own 
work correctly—thus, although two dollars per mile might 
have compensated surveyors for their services at the time of 
ihe passage of the law in question, whe they could make many 
surveys in a body, the present limited field of their operations 
will not justify their accepting such a low price at the present 
time. As $8 per mile is allowed for surveying in Louisiana, I 


wotild recommend that this sum should be, at least, the limitin , 


this country—for mathematical and surveying instruments and 
books, cost much higher in this country than they do in that 
State. The great importance of having surveys accurately 
made, at the present time, while the country is in the progress 
of being surveyed, is a subject to which the attention of Con- 
gress should be earnestly awakened, so that means may be taken 
to, at least, lessen the litigation that must certainly arise in 
future, concerning the lands in this country. I 

The adoption of what 1 have above recommended, in rela- 
tion to the fees of county surzeyors, will tehd to facilitate the 
accomplishment of this object, and it will also be aided by a 
jaw limiting the excess which shall invalidate a survey,— 
Without entering into details to show the necessity of such a 
law, I will merely state, that not one survey out of a thousand, 
contains the quantity of land called for by the field-notes; some 
of them contain as much as twenty per cent. more, and some 
ot them less than the quantity authorized by the claim survey- 
ed. The expeiience of many of the States, should warn us to 
take effectttal measures, while we can, to avoid the tioubles to 
which they have been subjected on account of their inaccurate 
surveying. A glanceat Peter's Reports vill show the myriad 
of litigated questions that have arisen respecting this subject, 
should our own daily experience fail to convince us of its 
great importance. But at the same time that we adopta mea- 
sure of this kind, I would recommend that all surveys hereto- 
fore made, should be legalized; for whenever they are erroneous, 
the error, though committed by the surveyor, is yet more attri- 
butable to what I have before complained of—the low price of 
two dollars per mile that is allowed for surveying, and for this 
reason also should the government be at the expense of making 
the eórrectións requisite to legalize a survey where the error is 
entirely too- great to justify the allowance of it. 
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T would further recommend, that the taw in existence at the 
present time, requiring surveyors to return to the General Land 
‘Office maps of their respective counties, be repealed, and that 
in lien thereof, the Commissioner of the General Land Office 
be authorized to employ two draftsmen. one for the territory 
East, and one for that West of the Brazos river, to compile 
under his instructions, at each of the county surveyors’ offices, 
a map of every county of the Reptiblic for the use of the 

"General Land Office. ‘This measure will save to the Republic 
great expense, as these maps can be obtained at a much cheaper 
rate than by the present mode; it will also save much future 
Jitgation, and .furnish him with correct maps, of which he 

_stands greatly in need, at the present time, as almost every map 
now in the General Land Office is grossly incorrect, and in- 
stead of enabling him to ascertain the true situation of lands, 
they only lead him into error; but yet, they are the only means 
furnished him by law for his guidance. So glaringly incorrect 
are the maps of Milam, Robertson and many other counties, 
that I have set them aside entirely, and concluded not to patent 
lands in those counties until I eau procure more correct maps. 
J am well aware of the great inconvenience that has resulted 
from this act, to the owners of lands situated in those counties, 
but Z am equally well aware of the crime I would commit, 
were I knowingly to issue incorrect patents. I have uniformly 
disregarded, both the solicitations and the complaints of ethose 
desiring patents for lands situated in those counties, On the 
maps of many counties, the old titled lands are not represent- 
ed, and until they are, patents may issue for lands located upon 
them. { might go on and show, in detail, the necessity of the 
measure I have proposed, did I not consider that sufficient has 
already been said on the subject for all useful purposes, I 
made in my annual report for the last year, a requisition for 
county maps, but no heed was given to my request. One of 
the results of this deficiency in county maps, at the present 
time, is, that instead of being enabled to patent all claims for 
which application is made, the time of Eoth myself and the 
clerks of the office, is consumed in the investigation of the 
errors that prevent the issuauce of patents, and this investiga- 
tion must be had, sooner or later, of every claim in the whole 
Republic; but it carmot be fully made, until all the Iand sur- 
veyed is plotted upon the various county maps; and without 
the adoption of the measure I have above proposed, this can- 
not be done until after the first of January, 1846, as-the law in 
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existence at the present time, would appear to permit fie[d-netes 
to be withheld from the Gen. Land Office until that time, (see 
ath Congress, p. 5.) Common sense and justice would dictate, 
that if the Commissioner of the General Land Office is expect- 
ed to perform his duties according to law, he should, at least, 
be furnished with the means requisite to enable him so to do; 
particularly when the performance of those duties deeply con- 
cerns every citizen of the Republic; and if economy, a regard 
for the public welfare, and I may even say, the continued ope- 
ration of the General Land Office, are objects of any considera- 
tion with our Government,it may befully obtained by the 
adoption of the above proposed measure, and the contrary re- 
sults will follow the entire disregard of them. 

The 10th section of “an Act to provide for the detection of 
fraudulent Land Certificates, and for issuing Patents to legal 
claimants, approved Feb. 4th, 1841," permits the issuance of a 
patent in the name of the assignee, whose name appears in the 
original certificate, upon the exhibition, by such assignee, of a 
regular chain of transfer from the original grantee. This law 
should be so amended as to allow the issuance of patents to 
assignees of all transferable claims, upon their preseuting to 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office a complete and 
properly authenticated chain of transfer from the original gran- 
tee. One among many other important reasons for this, is, that 
almost in every instance of the survey of a claim that has been 
assigned, the field-notes have been returned to the General Land 
Office in the name of the assignee. ‘The effect of this, is to 
cause the field-notes to be rejected, because, as the land cannot 
be patented to the assignee, the survey cannot be received when 
made in his name. But the inconvenience does not stop here; 
for as the only means by which surveys can be plotted on the 
map, is by their relative sitnation and. counection with one or 
more adjoining surveys, the field-notes of all such adjoining 
surveys that improperly call for eonnection with land surveyed 
in the name of the assignee, must likewise be rejeeted at the 
General Land Office, and sent back to the surveyor who made 
the survey, for the purpose of being corrected, so as to call for 
a connection in the name of the original grantee, else the 
patents issued upon such claims, will appear to be erroneous 
by calling for connection with an adjoining survey in one 
name, (that of the assignee,) when itis patented in the name of 
the grantee, This error will affect nine-tenths of the surveys 
returned to this office; it has prevented the issuance of patents 
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on a great number of claims, which in every other respect, 
were in aproper condition ta patent; and the investigation of 
the immense confusion it has occasioned, has occupied at least 
half of the time allotted to the business of the General Land 
Office. But when errors of the above nature are detected, it 
avails but little, as the surveyor who run the survey, and made 
out the field notes, in a majority of cases, 1s either dead or ont 
of reach from some other cause, and he only could make the 
necessary correction in the field notes. But the records of 
those field notes must also be corrected, and so tenacious are 
county surveyors generally, of altering the acts of their prede- 
cessors, that in some instances they have refused to correct the 
most glaring clerical errors existing in both the field notes of 
surveys made in their county, and also 1n the record of such 
field notes, according to instructions sent to them from this 
office, alleging as a reason for their 1efusal, that such an inter- 
ference with the acts of their predecessors would render them 
liable to indictment before the Giand Jury of their county.— 
We see, therefore, that the consequences of patents being allow- 
ed to issue to grantees, causes not only a great inconvenience 
and expense to the assignees of claims, but the same conse- 
quences result directly to those in no wise interested in those 
clainis, and whose misfortune arises solely from the peculiarity. 
of the law, and the ignorance or carelessness of the surveyor. 
And also, that a tax results to the Government by the consump- 
tion of the time expended iu the investigalion of errors by 
those employed in the General Land Office. 

action 10th of the General Provisions of the Constitution 
provides, that “all orders of survey obtained by any citizen of 
the Republic from any legally authorized Commissioner, prior 
to the act of the late Consultation, closing the Land Offices, shall 
he valid.” And section 20th of the general Land Law, pro- 
vides for the issuance of a patent to the lands held by virtue of 
such orders of survey, It also requires those desiring patents 
for such lands, to obtain a head-right certificate from the Board 
of Land Commissioners. The owners of many lands held by 
these orders of survey, have also obtained a head-right certif- 
cate from the Board of Land Commissioners, which they can 
locate upon any of the vacant public domain; and, until this 
certificate, together with the survey made upon it, is returned 
to the General Land Office, their intention respecting the land 
held by the order of survey, obtained previous to the closing of 
the Land Offices by the Act of the late Consultation, cannot be 
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"known. No notice of their intention to relinquish, is conveyed 
to the Commissioner of the General Land Office until the field 
notes of the survey of the certificates elsewhere, are returned 
to the’ Land Office. We are not always apprized of the fact, | 
that itis the same person to whom tlie order of survey was 
granted, there being many individuals of the same name in the 
Republic. ‘Therefore, until the owner of an order of survey 
makes his selection, iu this manner, the land held by such order 
cannot be patented to another, although the person originally 
entitled toit may have received lus full quantum elseswhere.— 
As many valuable lands are actually withheld from location, 
and encumbered ia this manner, I would suggest the propriety 
of compelling those, who hold these orders of survey, to signify 
their intention of holding tlie land they have first selected, or 
that upon which their head-right certificate is located, by the 
passage of a law causing them to return to the General Land 
‘Office, the field notes ot the land eranted them, previous to the 
closing of the Land Offices in 1833, e they are desirous of 
holding such land,) within a reasonable length of time, as they 
have already had eiglit years for that purpose. 

It is also important that the reeording of old titles, in the 
county where the land, held by them, is situated, should be 
enforced by some penal law—the law in existence at the present 
time, is merely directory, and does not enforce the recording of 
these titles by any penalty, either direct or indirect; conse- 
quently, it is left optional with the owners ef them, to record 
them or not, as they please. "This is urged for the reason, that 
many owners of old titles, have neither recorded them, in the 
county where the land hes, nor yet returned them to the Ge- 
neral Laud Office; as their land cannot therefore be plotted 
upon the county map, it is liable to be regarded as vacant pubhe 
domain, and subject to location of the claims issued by this: 
goverument, The recording of these titles, after being duly 
prover, 1s also requisite for the prevention of forgeries, that 
have been attempted, as I have ascertained from information 
conveyed to me dming the past summer, 

Many unsuccessful efforts have been made for the creation 
of a law that might enable the colonists introduced by Power 
and Hewetson to obtain titles for their lands, which are not 
sufficiently designated by the titles granted them, by the em- 
presarios, to enable them even to find the general location of 
those Jands. -In those titles, even the metes and bounds of 
zhe lands are not mentioned, nor is there any evidence, that 
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ihe land was ever surveyed, and the knowledge of the parti- 
cular land conceded by the title, is only a vague designation 
of it, which might possibly enable the grantee to have his land 
surveyed, and ascertain the extent of bis rights; but which, 
without such a survey, conveys no specific right whatever; 
itis therefore deemed necessary, that the owners of lands 
situated in that colony, should be allowed to prove their 
rights under the colonization laws of Coahuila and Texas, 
which, when established, should cause an order of survey to 
be made by the district court, and the field notes of such sur- 
vey returned to the General Land Office, when a confirma- 
tion af their title could be made by this government, through 
the Commissioner of the General Land Office. lam well 
aware that the opinion is entertained by many that their 
lands are fully secured by the title made by the empresario ; 
this is certainly true in regard to their rights as colonists, but 
as the particular bounds of the land conceded to them are not 
specified in the title, they cannot be regarded as possessed 
of any land whatever, by virtue of such title—it is not even 
known that the land thns vaguely designated, without hav- 
ing been surveyed, is in existence. iis very certain that 
these lands cannot be respected unless they are plotted on 
the county map, which cannot possibly be done until a sur- 
vey is made of them; for these reasons I would urge the 
adoption of the above measure, or of some other, that would 
secure to the colonists the land to which they are justly en- 
tided, and which might also effectually guard them against 
the rapacity of land speculators. 

= An act supplementary to an act to detect fraudulent land 
certificates, and to provide for issuing patents to legal claim- 
ants," approved February 4th, 1841, directs the clerks of 
the several district courts, within twenty days after the ad- 
journment of each and every term of the court, to transmit 
to the Commissioner of the General Land Office a list of in- 
dividuals who have been successful in suits instituted under 
that act in bis county, but it should also require notice to be 
conveyed to the Commissioner of the General Land Office of 
all suits that have been instituted under that act, which are 
pending at the preseat time, so that he may be enabled by the 
reception of such notice to respect land located by virtue of 
such certificate not recommended, until the termination of 
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the suit, for the lands covered be rejected certificates must, 
under the present laws, be considered vacant and subject to 
re-location; therefore, unless the Commissioner of the Gen- 
eral Land Office is notified of the pendency of such suit for the 
establishment of rejected certificates, the land upon which 
they have been surveyed may be covered by ceiüficates that 
have been recommended, and patents may issue upon such 
surveys, and, at the same time, the rejected certificates may 
be sustained as valid claims by the district court, subsequent 
to the issuance of the patent; consequently the owners of the 
latter claims would be deprived of their rights by the defi- 
ciency of the law. The clerks of the district courts should 
also forward to the General Land Office notice of the rejec- 
tion by tbe court of a claim upon which suis has been insti- 
tuted under the above law. 

Some plan should be adopted for the preservation of the 
records belonging to the surveyors offices of the depopulated 
counties,, Goliad, San Patricio and Refugio. As these coun- 
lies are without officers of any kind, the records belonging to 
them are left in an exposed state, and are liable to be de- 
stroyed by those who might be disposed to take that method 
to obtain land; the inducement to such a villanous act is suf- 
ficiatly great to insure the belief that such villany might be 
attempted, and it is warranted also by the experience we 
have already had of such acis. The records of the survey- 
or's oflice of Refugio county are at Galveston, in possession 
of the former surveyor, from whom I demanded them, but he 
refuged to deliver them tome. Itis certain ibat [bavea bet- 
ter right to the possession of them than he bas, who, as bis 
office has expired, has no superior right to their custody to 
that of any other private citizen of this Republic; more par- 
ticularly, when he ,has taken them beyond the reach of the 
citizens of his county, and also the Commissioner of the Ge- 
netz] Land Office, and although the law gives me no direct 
authority ta their control, even under these circumstances, I 
am yet vested with a general curatorship of all records per- 
taining to the lands of the Republic. Upon this ground 1 de- 
manded these records, and sent a messenger with a letter of 
authority to procure the records belonging to the surveyor’s 
office of San Patricio. He found a small portion of them 
deposited in an old trunk,'iu the house of a widow lady, who 
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keeps & boarding house in the town of Victoria. He was 
also informed, that the remainder of the records, by far the 
most important part, had been seen within the last six or 
eight months, packed in an open box in the same house, which 
was all he could learn concerning them ; the former survey- 
or, Mr, Grammont, baving left previous to his arrival, The 
records which he obtained, consisting of seven manuscripts 
or unbound books, and one bundle of letters, are deposited 
in this office. For the protection of the records of the depo- 
pulated counties, I would therefore propose tbat the Commis- 
sioner of the General Land Office be either directly author- 
ized to take possession of the records of the depopulated 
counties, or that he be empowered to appoint a surveyor for 
each county that is at the present time, and that may become 
depopulated. - 
Owing to the erroneous instructions baving been sent to 
the various boards of land commissioners by Mr. John P. 
Borden, the former Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
in a majority of cases, it is found that emigrants who came to 
this country subsequent to April 28th, 1832, and received 
land under the colonization laws of Coahuila and Texas, have 
` paid only half the amount they should have paid by a law of 
the above date, and sectiou 36th of the General Land Law. 
The investigation and detection of the errors, under the in- 
structions above alluded to, have occupied the whole time of 
one of the clerks of this office during the past summer. 
Section 1st of An act authorizing an additional compen- 
sation to be paid to the officers of the civil list,” approved 
Jan. 6th, 1843, directs that the heads of bureaus and the 
clerks of the various departments and bureaus, and officers 
of government (the clerks of customhouses excepted), shall, 
ior the year 1843, be allowed the sum of twelve dollars and 
fifiy cents per month, in addition to the salary “ then allow- 
ed by law,” and the last Congress revived this law for the 
year 1844. The laws in existence at the date of the passage 
of this law, established the salary of the Draftsman of the 
General Land Office at $850 00 per annum, which was 
$150 00 more than the salary allowed the assisiant clerks ; 
‘and the intention of the law evidently was, that the Drafts- 
man should receive this amount more than the assistant 
clerks, on account of the superior value of his services, and 
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therefore that the above law, which raised the salaries of as- 
sistant clerks to $850 00, should. also raise his salary to 
$1,000 00 per annum, But the Treasury Department has 
refused to pay him this extra allowance, on'the ground that 
he is not specially named or designated in the act as *"Drafts- 
man," and that he cannot receive the allowance as a Clerk, 
because his professional style, title or designation is **Drafis- 
man;" he has, therefore, since the passage of the law, re- 
ceived only the salary allowed ta an Assistant Clerk, when 
he was in justice entitled to $150 00 per annpm more. If 
the position taken by the Treasury Department in this mai- 
ter is tenable, the Draftsman has suffered this injustice from 
the inadvertence of Congress to include him, by his title, in 
the law; being the only Draftsman in the employment of 
Government, the designation of him by his official name, 
must have been inadvertently omitted, 1f the Honorable 
Congress should view the matter in this light, I would urge 
the propriety of so amending this act, as to enable the Dratts- 
man to receive, in future, the extra allowance of $12 50 per 
month, and also the amount due him, that has accrued since 
the passage of the law. 

The building occupied for the General Land Office, at the 
present time, is greatly in want of repair, and has been in 
that condition ever since the opening of the Land Office the 
last time, at Austin. It requires an entire new rool, to pre- 
vent the records from becoming damp and wet; and sundry 
other repairs are absolutely necessary. Itis hoped, there- 
fore, that the Honorable Congress will take measures to put 
itin à proper condition; for, in addition to the injury result- 
ing to the records fiom its present condition, all business is 
necessarily suspended during every heavy rain, as the clerks 
are then employed in removing from place to place, the maps, 
books and other records to prevent their gelling wet; or, 
should the Honorable Congress think proper to remove the 
General Land Office to some other place in the Republic, an 
appropriation will also be necessaty for that purpose. 

The laws in existence, at the present time, allow to this 
Office one Chief Clerk, eight Assistant Clerks, two Drafis- 
. men, and one Spanish Clerk, for which, I would respectfully 
ask an appropriation, Although this number of clerks was 
allowed for the last year, the appropriation would only ad- 
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mit of my. employing a part of them, owing to which, the 
business of the office was greatly retarded. The following 
is an estimate of the contingent expenses requisite for the 
next year, which should be made in par funds: For books 
and stationery, five hundred dollars; for patents, 1,500 dol-: 
lars; for surveying land scrip, eight hundred dollars ; for 
county maps, two thousand dollars; for eonneeting surveys 
and eounty lines, one thousand dollars; for contingent ex- 
p2nses, (embracing cost of fire wood, porterage, nails, glue, 
canvass for maps, &c., &c.;) one thousand dollars. Hereto- 
fore, these appropriations have been made in Exchequer 
money, owing to which, they have, in some instances, proved 
insufficient, as: I have been compelled frequently to use the 
money, when it was worth only fifty cents on tbe dollar, 
which reduced the appropriation, in effect, to half the nomi- 
nal amount. Should the Honorable Congress adopt the plan 
herein recommended, of allowing travelling Draitsmen, for 
the purpose of compiling county maps, for the use of this 
otfice; the two items above specified, for county maps, and 
connecting surveys, should be allowed, for the purposes of 
connecting surveys and county lines, so as to ensuie the pro- 
gress of the drafismen in their work, and prevent delag.— 
Many of the appropriations made by the last Congress, are 
unexpended, in consequence of the county surveyors not hav- 
ing done their duty, in promptly returning county maps, and 
other data required of them by this office. 

I would further 1espeetfully represent, that several ac- 
counts for indispensable necessaries, consisting of fire wood, 
canvass for covering record books, &c., &e., which were 
purchased by me for the use of this office, stand unpaid at 
the present time; they will amount in all, to about three hun- 
dred dollars par money ; and I would also ask of the Hono- 
rable Congress an appropriation for the payment of the above 
accounts, as the articles were farnished under the belief that 
they would be promptly paid for. I would also suggest the 
propriety of creating a law that would protect public officers 
who contract debts, in their official capacity, from becoming 
individually responsible for those debts, and also from being 
sued for them, as I was rendered subject to that inconve- 
nience, during the last term of the District Court of Travis 
county, by a Mr. Watkins, who recovered judgment against 
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me, individually, on an account for repairing the fence and 
enclosing the yard of the building in which the General Land 
Office is kept. 

With the sincere hope tbat the witbin suggestions may 
Jead to the beneficial results so ardently desired, the above 
as submitted, 

With considerations of the most profound respect, 

| By your obedient servant, 


THOS. WM. WARD. 


REPORT 


op THE 
SUPERINTENDENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 


W AsuiNGTON, Texas, 
December 24th, 1844. 


To his Excellency, ANson JONES, 
President of the Republic of Texas: 


Sir,—I bave the bonor to submit to your Excellency the 
following Report on Indian Affairs: 

A Treaty of Peace and Amity was made at “Bird's Fort" 
on the river Trinity, on the 29th September, 1843, with 
Chiefs of the Delaware, Chickasaw, Waco, Tahwacarro, 
Keechey, Caddo, 'Nardarke, Ey-e-nye, Biloxi, and Cherokee 
tribes of Indians, and with the exception of occasional in- 
cursions into the settlements by some renegado Wacoes and 
Tahwacarroes, the stipulations of that treaty have been 
strictly observed by the contracting paities,—who, having 
buried the tomahawk, now dedicate their attention to agri- 
eultural and hunting pursuits, thereby securing ample snb- 
sistence for their families, and peltries sufficient to purchase 
at the trading houses other supplies they need—which ren- 
ders them contented and happy. Experience is tbus teach- 
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ing them to appfeciate the blessings of peace, and to love 
and respect the white man who bestows them. : 
In Mareh last, some twenty Indians, head men of the be- 
fore mentioned tribes, visited this place to see the President. 
A “Talk” was given them, adapted to the occasion;—their 
good services were Secured in our behalf, to use their endea- 
vors in conjunction with our agents and messengers, to induce 
the Comanches to come in to Council in April; suitable 
presents were made to them, and they departéd for their 
homes highly gratified with their reception, reiterating pra- 
testations of friendship, of their adherence to us, and their 
resolution to do all in their power to reconcile the Comanches 
and other wild tribes, who had not thea become parties to 
the Treaty. Asa precautionary measure, suitable persons 
were selected to accompany them through the settlements, 
towards their homes, and also, to convey to the Comanches 
a “Talk” or message from the Executive, inviting them to 
attend a Council in April. Pursuant to this invitation, three 
Commissioners and the Superintendent of Indian Affairs, re- 
paired to Tahwacarro Creek, the place appointed to meet 
them in council, but they came not. After some delay, two 
of our messengers artived, and reported to us, that they had 
found a few Comanches on the head waters of the Colorado, 
with a Chief, **Mopechookapo;" he replied to the invitation 
of the President, stating, that his people were scattered at 
that time. from the salt plains of Arkansas to the Rio Grande, 
and could not be assembled for the time named; but, that he 
would meet him in council in the fall of the year; that his 
people were already virtually at peace with Texas, and had 
been so for some length of time, with other expressions ot 
good feeling, The next object in view under the instruc- 
tons of the President, was, to bring into council the Wacoes 
and Tabwacarros, who, notwithstanding the Treaty, had 
committed several outrages upon ovr citizens. This was 
effected on the 11th May; they numbered about 130, sixty 


of whom were warriors. They were severely reprimanded. 


in council for three successive days. by the Commissioners 
and the head men of the friendly tribes present, and finally 
promised to restore the horses they had stolen, and act better 
in future. 
In the month of July, a small hunting party of Delawares, 
E 
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on the Trinity, were attacked by 2 party of white men,—two 
of the Indians were killed, others wounded, and their horses 
and other property taken; the murderers were pursued by 
the good citizens of the vicinity, were captured, and executed ` 
by summary process. 

About the first of August, information was received by the 
Superintendent, then at the Falls of the Brazos, that a party 
of Wacoes, about sixty in number, had left their villages for 
marauding purposes, and were to make a descent on the 
settlements of that frontier. The Superintendent immedi- 
ately caused preparations to be made for the protection of 
the trading-house, and in company with a few citizens, ranged 
up the Brazos above the Bosque, thence across to the Nava- 
soto, above Parker’s Fort, and returned to the Falls, without 
having seen an Indian, or discevered any signs on the route. 

The Council convoked for the 15th of September last, did 
not take place untilthe 7th of October, at the Falls of the 
Brazos, where the Comazche Chiefs, Poo-chan-e-quahe 
(Buffalo Hump,) and two others, with a few warriors, met 
President Houston in council. It lasted three days, and 
ultimately a treaty was concluded on the 9th of that month, 
in presence of all the friendly tribes who were on the spot, 
Presents were then distributed to them all, except the Wa- 
coes, who were direeted to bring in the horses they had 
stolen, which they promised to do; and an agent with others 
were sent with them to their villages to receive them. ‘The 
agent returned with seven horses, which they delivered 10 
him; they have been :estored to their owners. 

Occasional depiedations continue on our western and 
southwestern frontier; the former are attributed to the Wa- 
coes, but from the best information, I am inclined to the 
opinion, that much mischief is done on that as well as on our 
northern border, by the Wichitas or Ta-wy-esb, and perhaps 
other tribes from the U. States. Thu attacks upon the set- 
tlement at Corpus Christi, have been made, asit is believed, 
by *Kiowas," a tribe hitherto little known to us,—they are 
not residents of Texas. Our Indian Affairs, nevertheless, 
are, in general terms, in a healthy condition. The prospect 
of permanent peace, continues to brighten; the tribes on our. 
borders already find it to their Interest to cherish peaceful 
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relations with us, and they are too shrewd to lose sight of 
their own interest. i 

Licenses have been granted by our late Executive, for 
two Trading Houses, one to Messrs. Torrey & Co., establish- 
ed since last Spring, on Tahwacarro Creek, twenty-five 
miles above the Falls of the Brazos, and is still in successful 
operation; the other to Messrs. Kennedy & Chatfield, to be 
located oa the Elm or South Fork of the river Trinity. 

Agents have,bsen despatched to recover the two children 
abducted by Indians, at the city of Austin. They are iu- 
structed to proceed direct to the furthermost villages of the 
Wacoes, and as much farther as may be deemed expedient 
to attain that object,—to effect the release of other captives 


if found, and practicable, and to demand the surrender of 


horses recently taken on the Colorado, if found. 

An estimate of amounts due to individuals for supplies 
furnished, and services rendered, &c., for Indian purposes, 
upto the 8th inst., amounting to $4,042 03, is herewith trans- 
mitted for your E xcellency's information. 

T have the honor to be 
Your Excellency’s obedient servant, 
THOMAS G. WESTERN, 


Superintendent of Indian Affairs, 


^. 
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Estimate of amounts due by Indian Department on the 8th 


DATE. 


D? 


NAMES. CONSIDERATION. | AMOUNTS. 
To Torrey & Brother, Goods furnished, — $1,288 SL 
John Conner, Services bringing in 
Cornanches, 150 00 
Jim Shaw; do. 125 00 
D. G. Watson, Do. with agent Wil- 
liams, 100 00 
John Conner, Supplies furnished, 60 00 
Louis Sanchez, As Indian Interpreter, 97 00 
Jack Harry, Supplies furnished, 9 00 
Delaware William, Express, S 00 
Jesse Chisholm, Services seeking Co- 
manches, 250 00 
* Joe Harry, Services with Col. 
Eldredge, 50 00 
Isaac Pennington, Goods furnished, :199 00 
M. Stroud, e 50 00 
Jesse Chisholm, Supplies furnished, 94 75 
Jarret Menefee, Corn, _ 4171 00 
John Marlin, Beef, 220 00 | 
S. T. Slater, Pay as Agent, 171 67 
L.H. Williams, d d 60. 00 
C. Greene, WW c 125 00 
— Ellis, e e 181 60 


December, 1844. 


* T. G. Western, Fay as Superintendent, 143 75 


B. Sloat, assignee 


of Tarbox, Corn and transportation, 158 83 
"= John Marlin, Services seeking In- 
dians, 14 00 
* Gibson Mays, s as Agent, 125 00 
vg W.G. Ford, Medicines, 6 00 
* A, Jones, Provisions, 5 00 
* Messrs. Torreys, Transportation, 10 00 
* Louis Sanchez, Hire of a mule, 5 00 
* Jim Shaw for Sloat, On acc. of services, 1843, 85 00 
* John Conner, do. t “ 79 62 
* M, Stroud, Goods furnished; 1848, 56 00 f 


$4,042 08 
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SPECIAL REPORT 


OF THE 


SECRETARY OF WAR AND MARINE. 


2 


—— 


DEPARTMENT OF War AND MARINE, : 
.. Washington, Dec. 24th, 1844. 


To his Excellency Anson JONES, 
President of the Republic of Texas: 

Sir,—In obedience to the resolution of the Honorable Se- 
nate, referred to the department of your Excellency on the 
21st instant, 1 have the honor to transmit herewith a copy of 
the report of the General who commanded the troops mus- 
tered into the service of the Republic for the campaign al- 
luded to in the resolution ; as also copies of the muster-rolls 
(papers so called) of the detachments or skeletons of compa- 
nies composing the army on the return march from the Rio 
Grande, and which were disbanded on the first day of Janu- 
ary, 1843, conformably to the order of the Commanding Ge- 
neral. 

The roll of * A" Company appears to have beef made out, 
at the date the men were mustered into service, though it 
was returned as a ‘discharge roll.” It embraces the whole 
period from the 1st of October, 1842, to 1st January, 1843, 
and bears date 24th November, 1842. 

For the orders under which the troops were mustered into 
service, and under which the officer commanding them 
marched westward, I beg leave to refer you to the aecompa- 
nving copy of the Appendix to the Journals of the House of 
Representatives of the 7th Congress, which was published 
by authority, and is presumed to be accurate. They will 
be found in the beginning of the volume, from page 1 to 11. 

I have the honor to be 
Your very obedient servant, 
M, C. HAMILTON, 
Ácting Secretary. 


e 


^^ 


DP 


70 


REPORT OF BRIG. GENERAL A. SOMERVELL. 


W AsuiNGTON, ist Feb., 1843. 
To the Hon. G. W. Harz, Secretary of War and Marine: 


Sir,—In order to explain with some clearness the objects 
of the late expedition to the Rio Grande, and the movements 
of the army, it will be necessary to recur to transactions an- 
tecedent to my communication addressed to the department 
on the 10th December last. 

On arriving at head-quarters, at San Antonio, on the 4th 
November last, I had the strongest grounds for believing that 
the forces in the field would amount to, at least, one thousand 
men before the few but uecessary preparations could be 
made to take up the line of march. Had these well founded 
expectations been realized, it was my intention to have pass- 
ed the Kio Grande above the Presidio, and descended di- 
rectly on San Fernando, where a large body of the enemy's 
troops are stationed. Unhappily, however, the numerous 
desertioas from the companies commanded by Col. Bennet, 
reduced the number of the army to something less than 
seven hundred men, and compelled an entire change in the 
plan of the campaign. My own determination to enter the 
territory of the enemy at some weaker point than the Fer- 
nando was unanimously concurred in by a council of war; 
aud the town of Laredo was selected as the pqint cf attack. 
Celerity of movement being now considered (with our infe- 
rior numbers) one of the most essential elements of success, 
I ordered back a piece of artillery which had been brought 
up, and prepared to move rapidly from the encampment on 
the Medina, near the Presidio Road, to the ** La Parieta,"on 
the road from San Antonion to Laredo, while traversing the 
country fram one road to the other a heavy rain fell, render- 
ing the whole region almost one entire bogs, The horses 
were so materially ipjured by their exertions to pass through 
this continuous, deep and tenacious morass, tkat they were 
ever afterwards unable throughout the campaign to make 
those quick marches essential to the accomplishment of the 
objects of the campaign. 

For the facts in relation to the capture of the town of La- 
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redo, the Department is repectfully referred to my commu- 
nication of the 10th December last. 

In addition te the facts therein mentioned, I would further 
state, that the forces then under my command amounted to 
six hundred and eighty-three men—ofhcers, non-commis- 
sioned officers and privates, of whom forty were reported on 
the sick list. 

. The plan of the attack on the town and on the military sta- 
tion on the opposite side of the river, will appear from order 
No. 55, to which the Honorable the Sceretary of War and. 
Marine is respectfully referred. 

Col. James R. Cook was ordered to take six companies 
under his immediate direction, and endeavor, if possible, to 
pass the river on the night of the 7th December, for the pur- 
pose of surprizing and capturing the enemy’s forces there sta- 
tioned, and to make such disposition as to commence the as- 
sault by daylight the next morning—while such disposition 
was made with the main body, that the town on this side 
should be invested the same night—thus rendering the at- 
tack on both sides of the river simultaneous. A Mexican 
prisoner (who had been captured a day or two previous) 
stated that the river had so much swolleu as to prevent ford- 
ing. Col. Cook, about two o'clock on the night of the 7th, 
reported that it was impossible to cross the river. He also 
reported that he would occupy the ground between the town 
` end the river with the troops under his command. Had there 
been any troops on this side of the river, or had the inhabit- 
ants made resistance, such was the disposition of the forces 
around the town that it would have been impossible for any 
ef the combatants to have escaped, either individually or in 
a body. 

I have to regret that afier the capture of Laredo, on the 
Sth December, some irregularities were committed in the 
town, principally on the 9th, by a few disorderly characters, 
some of whom are attached to all bodies of undisciplined 
woops. The wrongs consisted in petty depredations ou the 
property of citizens; and I used every exertion in my power 
to make reparation by ordering the restitution of all articles 
taken which was not essential to supply the necessities of 
the army. Herewith is enclosed a copy of a letter, marked 
A. to the Alcalde of the town on this subject; and it gives 
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me pleasure to inform the Department that the Alcalde, in 
accordance with the suggestions of the letter, visited the en- 
campment and had carried to the town all the principal por- 
tion of the property ordered to be returned. Lest the affair 
should be misunderstood, I feel compelled to state that the 
injury lo property perpetrated in the town of Laredo is not 
to be compared to the calamities or enormities suffered ot. 
frequently enacted in wars between the most civilized na- 
tions. But they excited much notice, as being in contraven- ` 
tion of the Executive order of October 3d, and in violation of 
general order No. 57, and were entirely repugnant to the 
feelings of myself and officers under my command, as a 
great majority of the army. 

Having marched about ten miles in a south-easterly di- 
rection from Laredo, I assembled the army on the 10ih of 
December, and having expressed my disapprobation of the 
disorderly proceedings at Laredo, I proposed to prosecute 
the march at Guerrero, provided the officers and men would 
agree to comply with certain aaticles, the more effectually 
to enforce order and subordination, and to protect the pro- 
perty and persons of unarmed citizens. About five hundred 
men, having agreed to these restrctions, pursued the march 
` down the river on the same day under my command. Ali: 
others had permission to return; and were accordingly 
ordered to march under the command of Colonels Bennet 
and BicCroeklin, to the county of Washington, and be there 
discharged. Five prisoners were also put under the eharge 
of Col. Bennet, and ordered to be placed at the disposition 
of the President. The army continued to march through a 
chapparal country from the tenth to the fourteenth, when we 
reached the Rio Grande opposite the mouth of the river Sa- 
lado, and about six miles from the town of Guerrero. The 
troops immediately and’ with great activity and energy com- 
menced passing the river by swimming their horses, the bag- 
gage being passed over in three small canoes. After the 
companies of Capt. Hays and Bogart, consisting of about 
ong hundred men, had crossed, a body of the enemy's forces. 
commanded by Gen. Canales, amounting to three hundred 
and fifty or four hundred men appeared within a short dis- 
tance of the crossing, as if to dispute our passage. Notwith- 
standing the disparity of numbers, the gallant spirits who had 
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already entered the enemiy’s territory were anxious’for the 
engagement ; the troops on this side hastened to their assist- 
ance, and were greatly chagrined when the enemy, after rẹ- 
maining in view a few minutes, precipitately fled, and were 
not heard of afterwards. The hostile farces having secured 
themselves by flight, the town of Guerrero, which js a con- 
‘siderable one, whether its extent, its wealth, or its popula- 
tion be regarded, surrendered without resistanee. The civil 
authorities placed the town at my disposition before more 
than half the army had passed the river. Determined to 
avoid the possibility of injury to the inhabitants, I refysed to 
encamp the troops in the town, although accommodations 
were tendered for that purpose. On the night of the 15th 
December, n encamped near the town, a fall of rain com- 
menced, which increased on the next day to a violent and 
furious storm. The country around Guerrero consists of 
bleak and rocky hills, without wood for fire or grass for 
horses, and I was compelled to return to the river, where the 
horses could be fed, and shelter and wood procured, Late 
on the evening of the 18th of December the whole army had 
again re-crossed the river; on the 19th of Dec. an order was 
issued, of which the following is a copy: 


“ORDER NUMBER 64. 


Heap Quarters, Camp opposite the t 
Mouth of the Salado, East bank Rio Grande. 


The troops belonging to the South Western Army, will 
march at 10 o’clock this morning for the junction of the Rio 
Frio and the Nueces, thence to Gonzales, where they willbe 
disbanded. 


By order of Brigadier-Gen. Somervell, commanding South 
Western Army. 
JOHN HEMPHILL, Acte Adjt Gen.” 


In accordance with this order, the march was commenced 
forthe Nueces on the same day; and in compliance there- 
with I was accompanied with the following officers: the of- 
ficers of the General’s Staff; Cols. John Hemphill, Acting 
Adjutant General, James R. Cook, Acting Inspector General, 
who was also Colonel of the ist Regiment; and Col. Wm 
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G. Cooke, Acting Quarlermaster General; Lieut.-Col. Gen, - 
T. Howard and Major D. Murphree, both of the ist Regi- 
ment; Capt. D. H. Bell, my Aid-de-Camp; Captains Hays, 
Bogart, McNeil, Mitchell, Owen, Lowrey and Simms, 1e- 
turned also with portions of their respective companies. The 
whole number of men and officers who marched in conform- 
iy with said order amounted to between one hundred and 
eighty and ninety. ‘The balance of the army continued to 
remain in camp at the time the march was commenced. 

On the return march considerable difficulty was experi- 
enced from the ignorance and mistakes of the guides. ‘The 
country was rendered boggy by heavy rains; the march was 
continued through a dense chapparal for more than one hun- 
dred miles. The troops suffered greatly fro fatigue and 
from the inclemency of the weather. ‘Their supplies were 
not sufficient for a march so unexpectedly tedious and pro- 
tracted. On the 30th. and. 81st December the army, with 
consideraile difficulty, effected a passage acioss the Nueces; , 
on the first day of January, 1843, was ordered to be dis- 
banded. The several captains being ordered to march 
their respective companies to the places of company rendez- 
vous, and there discharge the same—taking all necessary 
precautions on their route, and partieulaily ta abstain from 
all infringement upon the rights of private properiy. 

In conclusion permit me to state, that the country within 
from twenty to filly miles of the bank of the Rio Grande is 
admirably adapted to military operations. ‘The surface is 
diversilied with hills of more or less abruptness, while the 
whole is covered with chapparal thickets preventing the pas- 
sage of artillery or manœuvres of cavalry. Vast herds of 
cattle and horses roam the wilderness between the Nueces 
and the Rio Grande ; while on the latter river the supplies 
of, not only beef, but hogs, sheep, goats and corn are in 
abundance, amounting to profusion. From the towns, by re- 
quisitions, and without distressing the inhabitants, sufficient 
supplies of sugar, coffee, flour and salt, can be easily ob- 
tained. It was from no apprehension of the scarcity of the 
stores of subsistence that the army under my command was 
ordered to withdraw on the 19th December. But having 
been eleven days on the river, and knowing the various posi- 
tions of bodies of the enemy’s troops, I was satisfied that 
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they were concentrating in such numbers as to render a lon- 
ger stay an act of imprudence. E 
I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 
/ A. SOMERVELL, 
Comm'd'g S. Western Army. 


DEPARTMENT OF War AND MARINE, 
Washington, December 24, 1844. 


Y certify the foregoing to be a correct copy of the original 
en file in the'départment. 
AL C. HAMILTON, 


Acting Secretary. 


—n 


Abstract of the Mustei- Rolls of the companies composig the Ar- 
` déne Ab 

my on the South-Western P»onticr, coumanded by Brigadier 

Sonervell, that marched from Guerrero in obedience to Order 


Ao. 64. ` 
Nan Com. 

No. Captains. Com'd Ors Or & Pur. Aggregate. 

1. Samuel Bogart, 3 36 39 

2. Bartlett Sims, 2 16 18 

3. John S. McNeil, 3 25 ER 

4. James P. Lowrey, 2 17 19 
A.5. W. M. Barrett, 8 65 68 

6. Isaac N. Mitchell, 1 12 13 


DEPARTMENT OF Wan AND MARINE, ] 
Washington, 4th January, 1815. — | 


To His Excellency, ANSON, JONES, 

Sir, —The Department is iu receipt of a copy of the Resolu- 
tion of the Honorable the House of Representatives of the 2d 
inst, requesting your Excellency to furnish “reasons for the 
dismissal of Surgeon T. P. Anderson, Lieut. A. Irvine Lewis, 
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and Lieut. G. C. Bunner,” and enquiring “whether charges 
were preferred against said officers at the late general Court 
Martial—whether said officers are now borne upon the rolls of 
the Navy, and included among those entitled to a pro rata of 
their pay appropriated at the last session of Congress"—and, 
“the reasons for the stoppage of the pay due the estate of J. P. 
Lansing, deceased.” 

In reply, I beg leave to inform your Excellency, that neither 
one of the gentlemen named in the resolution, were dismissed 
the service, or stricken from the rolls by order of the Depart- 
n nor have charges been preferred against any one of 
them. 

It appears from the records, that the first named one left the 
service upon the dismissal of Post Captain Moore, not only 
without permission, but contrary to the wish of the Depart- 
ment, as did also a majority of the officers present —forwarding, 
at the same time, their resignations, which were not accepted 
however, for reasons which it would not be necessary to men- 
tion to those acquainted with the circumstances. The motives 
which prompted their tender at that particular juncture, were 
well understood. Besides, an officer should know that a tender 
of his resignation while under orders, is a disobedience of or- 
ders. Added to this, it is only necessary to mention the fact, 
that the vessels and other publie property, were in imminent 
peril from the threats and menaces of a mutinous erew, «nd an 
excited populaee on shore, to show that all officers in service, 
and present, were called upon by every consideration of duty, 
io preserve subordination, discipline and order at all hazards; 
and by their consiané presence, influence and bearing, to sus- 
tain the civil authorities in the execution of tue duties assigned 
them under the law. This auspicious moment, however, was 
seized by them to abendon the service—thinking it, doubtless, 
a favorable time to defeat the Executive in the execution of the 
jaw. Whether this was their object, or whether it was design- 
ed to manifest their disapprobation and indignation in 1eference 
to the course pursued by the Executive towards their late Com- 
mander, has not been avowed by them, —nor does it matter, 
since itis notorious, and has been done for them by the late 
Post Captain Joore in his appeal to the people, and 1 have 
nowhere seen a disavowal on their part, of the very flattering 
allusion to t&eir fidelity as manifested to him on that occasion. 
l refer your Excellency to the report of the late Navy Com- 
missioners of 29th July, 1843, an to the Muster Roll which 
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accompanied that of 4th August—copies of which are herewith 
transmitted, marked A and B. 

Their names have never appeared upon the Muster Rolls of 
any vessel since that period; nor indeed could they, without a 
violation of the Purser's oath of office, and that of the Com- 
mander, Such only could be reported as were present, absent 
by leave, or on furlough. Finding that these could not be 
accounted for in any way, their names were of necessity drop- 
ped. The fact was simply announced um ordérs from the De- 
partment for the information of those connected with the ser- 
vice ; accompanying is a copy of the order, marked C. 

I would here remark, that the memorials of these several 
gentlemen, are now before the Honorable Congress, with sun- 
dry certificates from gentlemen in support of the declarations 
set forth. They were a few days since, handed in by the Hon. 
member from Galveston, with verbal request that they might 
be examined, and such information communicated in reference 
thereto, as the records of the Department could furnish. The 
propriety of a formal call upon your Excellency, accompanied 
by copies of the several memorials, &c., &c., was suggested, 
that they might be placed on the files of the office, and the res- 
ponse recorded; and I regret that they cannot now be referred 
to, as it would assist greatly in furnishing matter for the proper 
investigation of the respective cases. 

Tt is alleged by Mr. Anderson, and supported by the testimony 
of the late Navy Commissioners, that he did not abandon the 
service when the other officers did —that he did not disobey any 
order given by them, &c., &c., and it may be true, that he did 
uot disobey any order given by them, or refuse to do duty when 
required by them to perform it, but the truth is, they never gave 
him an order, nor required bim to retarn to duty, nor had they 
any right so to do, even had he been on board, which he was 
not. They did not command the Navy, as stated; nor could 
they know—-far less communicate with any subordinate officer 
—except through the Commander. They kept their office on 
shore, and had nothing whatsoever to do with the internal 
management and discipline of the vessels and officers. The 
commanding officer had his orders from the Department, and 
all the others were, or should have been, under As control, 
and looked to him, as well for orders as for testimonials of good 
conduct. 

Mr. Anderson was on shore, as shown by his letter to the 
Department of 22d February, 1844, (a copy of which, marked 
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D, is herewith trarismitted, when the vessels were surrendered 
by Post Captain Moore, and Commander Lothrop. He has 


been requested to show some evidence from the officer who 


succeeded to the command of his vessel, that he had permission 
to remain on shore, or that he reported for duty. A certi- 
ficate to that effect, would at any time have reinstated him upon 
the Rolis of his vessel. Why not call upon him? 

It is also shown, by the certificates of Messrs. Moore, Steven- 
son and Lewis, that he was in constant attendance upon them 
and other sick officers and men on shore. This may also be 
true; but what does it prove? They had been associated toge- 
ther, and under the same feeling quit the vessels in company ; 
and nothing is mere natural, whether in or out of the service, 
than that they should call upon him m preference to a strange 
physician; and it is equally natural that he should attend them 
without reference to his duties as surgeon of the Navy. None 
of the “gentlemen upon whom he was said to be in attendance, 
however, were ofcers of the Navy; at least none of those men- 
tioned by name. 

In the Report of the Commissioneis of 4th August, it is men- 
tioned that Mr. Anderson remarked, on tendering his resigna- 
tion, that he should consider himselt an officer until iis aceept- 
ance could be had: a copy-accompanies this, marked E, This 
was evidently an after thought, and happened several days after 
his resignation had been sent in; for he was on shore at the 
time, and all the resignations were handed to the Commission- 
ers by Air. Giay, when the officers left the ship on the 26th 
July. 

With respect to the other two gentlemen, Messrs. Lewis and 
Banner, I have to state, that the former resigned his appoint- 
ment in the Mavy on the Sth October, 1842, as shown by the 
log of the vessel on which he did duty, and the Pursers re- 
turns, After having been absent six or seven months, and 
when Post Captain Moore had completed his arrangements in 
April, 1843, to salt for the coast of Mexico, it was then ascei- 
tained that the latter had transcended his powers in accepting 
the resignation of the former. A furlough was therefore 
forwarded to cover his Jong absence, with ordeis to report for 
duty, which it seems he did just before the squadron sailed.— 
He was thus reappointed at a time when we had more officers 
in service than men, according to the statement of the Com- 
niander—certainly more than were needíul to the management 
of the vessels, and without the sanction of the Department ; 
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and by an officer too, who was under arrest! His reappoint- 
ment was not recognized— could not be. No charges were 
preferred against him, which he knows quite well. He stood 
fair upon the Rolls up to the date of his resignation, and re- 
ceived his pay accordingly. 

Mr. Bunner was honorably discharged on the 24th May, 
1843. He had been directed to report himself at Galveston 
some weeks previous, 1n anticipation of the ariival there of the 
vessels from New Orleans, when the Department contemplated 
disbanding the Navy conformable to the intention of the secret 
law. . He did report ; and without waiting orders, or e reply, 
immediately took shipping to join the squadron then on the 
coast of Mexico, In the meantime, his discharge reached Gal- 
veston, and there met him on his return in July Tollowiwg. His 
conduct was highly reprehensible, bnt having been discharged 
before, 1t was known to the Department, no complaint was 
made against him. His account for services, up ta the date of 
his discharge, Was approved and paid; and I am at a loss to 
know what more the gentleman can require. 

Was it expected that a host of officers were to be appointed 
and leptin the pay of the Goveinment without men or vessels 
to command?—at a time too, when every effuit was being made 
to carry ont. the law, which required all the vessels to be sold, 

and, of course, contemplated the discharge of the officers with- 
out reserve, They were discharged as speedily as tbeir services 
could be dispensed with, and as prudence would permit, 

Whether they were included among those entitled to a pro 
rata of their pay, I cannot say positively, not having control of 
that matter; but Lean see no reason why the two “Jast named 
should not have been, and presume they were soinclnded. As 
to Mr. Anderson, I should think 1 stiange if his claim was 
admitted by the Auditor into the statement, uncer the chcum- 
stances. It would be contrary to ali rule, to law and to justice. 
accompanying isa copy of the views of the Department fur- 
nished the Auditor upon that subject, marked r^. 

For the grounds upon which a stoppage was directed against 
the pay of the late Lieut. J. P. Lansing, Í 1efer your Excellency 
to the accompanying copies of cer Gificates, marked G, by which 
it will be seen that Mr. Lansing assisted 1n Gisposing of sundry 
small arms belonging to the schooner San Bernard. It is al 
leged by the administrator upon the estate. Mr. Yates, that he 
(Mr. L.) acted under orders from his superior officer, and 
should not therefore be held responsible. There is little doubt 
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however, that hé shared the proceeds; but whether he did or 
not, he was none the less culpable, nor can it be plead in ex- 
tenuation, that he acted under orders, inasmuch as the transac- 
tion was suppressed, when his duty imperiously required that 
he should report it to the Commander of the Navy, and through 
him to the Department. . 

The stoppage was made against his pay, because the others 
implicated have long siuce left the service, and are irresponsi- 
ble. If they had been still in service, the amount would have 
been charged against them jointly until settled. The arms are 
gone, and some one of those concerned must be held account- 
able to the Government for their value. 

The accompanying aopies have been examined and found 
correct. 

T have the honor to be 
Your very obedient servant, 
M. C. HAMILTON, 
Acting Sterctary. 


[4] 
Gatveston, 20th July, 1848. 


_ Hon. G. W. Hill, 
Sceretary of War and Marine, 

Sir,— With reference to ont hurried communication of the 
25th inst, we would respectfully beg leave farther to repoit: 

Agreeably to previous notice, Commodore Moore delivered 
the ship Austin, together with her stores, arms and munitions 
of war, to the Commissioners, on the evening of the 25th inst.. 
and at the same time Commander Lothrop surrendered the brig 
Wharton. At the time of surrendering the Austin, by Com. 
Moore, we were informed by Lieut. A. G, Gray, that he would 
take command of the vessel until the following day, at 12 
o'clock, at which time he would leave, and that the other om, ` 
missioned officers and midshipmen, had come to a similar de- 
termination. 

On the morning,of the 26th we proceeded on board, and 
offered the command of the vessel to the Lieutenant and Master, 
severally, each of whom refused its acceptance; and we were 
further informed, that all the officers had written their resigna- 
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tions, which were handed to us shortly afterwards, with a wrt- 
ten request from Lieut. Gray, that we would forward the same 
to the Department, We endeavored to dissuade them from this 
course, but without effect, 

Finding that none of them would remain, the. command of 
the vessel was offered to the Boatswain, Mr. Rice, who having 
accepted, assured us he would do the utmost in his power to 
preserve the vessel, and the property on board, against injury 
or less of any kind. 

Upon this, the men were summoned on deck, who bemg 
somewhat mutinous, we proposed, that sach of them as might 
choose to réniain on board, would be provisioned, until they 
could be otherwise provided for. About thirty of them con- 
cluded to remain, and the others immediately went on shore. 

Judging it imprudent to leave the vessel in charge of a war- 
1ant officer longer than might be absolutely necessary, we pre- 
vailed upon Lieut. Bunner to take command until the following 
day. Laeut. Bunner expressed some hesitation in doing so, 
owing to a letter addressed to him from the Department, which 
he received on his arrival, dated 14th May last, which he con- 
sidered a dismissal from the service. On the following day, 
(the 27th,) the ship Austin was placed in charge of Sailing 
Master D. Lloyd, who is now in command. 

From the ship Austin, we proceeded to the brig Wharton, 
where we found the men quiet. The command of this vessel 
was given to Lieut. A, Tennison, the senior Lien, (A. J. Lewis? 
being too ill to assume the duties of that station. In cense- 
quence of there being a Jarge portion of the Austin’s crew on 
shore, we deemed it imprudent to discharge any men from the 
brig until those already on shore conld in some way be quieted, 
On the 27th, twenty of the Wharton's crew were aischarged, 
at their earnest solicitation ; the remainder are still on board. 
'and yield ready obedience to the oflicer in charge. 

About one hundred of the men are now on shore, and have 
made many threats to destroy the vessels, the Custom House 
and other property in the city, unless they should be immed , 
ately paid. To effect this object, they openly declared their 
intention of seizing the ship Austin, and turning her guns upon 
the town, and particularly the Custom House. 

In order to frustrate their purpose, we caused most of the 
sails, and ail the powder and small arms, to be removed on 
shore, We have been unremitting in our exertions to calm 
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the excitement among them, and have to some extent succeeded 
in doing so. : 

We have concluded, with the advice of Maj. Cocke, and at 
the earnest and repeated solicitations of the citizens, to provide 
them with passage as soon as may be practicable, either to the 
United States, or the interior. ' 

This alternative, though attended with considerable expense, 
we deem imperatively necessary to the preservation of ploperty, 
both public and private, as well as to the general peace of this 
community, 

The services of the men now on board, will be requiied for 
some time longer, to move the vessels, and perform other neces. 
sary duties, when the most of them will be discharged. We 
will require about fifteen or twenty of them, until repairs on 
the Archer and San Bernaid, are completed 

{Fe would beg leave to call the attention of the Department 
to the meritorious conduct of Lieut. Tennison, Sailing Master 
Lioyd, Purser Wells, Doctor Clark, Boatswain Rice, Gunners 
Salters and Allen, and many of the petty officers. 

For want of funds, we are unable to proceed with the outfit 
of the krig Archer; the repairs on her hull are complete. Mr. 
Denny, the contractor, informs us that, should there be a high 
tide, the schooner San Bernard will be afloat in the course of 
a week or ten days. 

The dismissals of Com, Moore, Commander Lothrop, Lieut. 
Snow, and James Morgan, Esq. were duly handed to the 
editor of the Civilian, but for reasons assigned by Mr. Stewart, 
in a note to us of this date, (see copy.) the publication of them 
is deferred for the present. 

We would be pleased to receive from the Department definite 
instructions aS to the disposition to be made of the property on 
board the Austin and Wharton, and the publie buildings at the 
Navy Yard. ` 

We have the honor to be, very respectfully, 

Your obedient servants, 
` I WM. BRYAN, 
WM. C. BRASHEAR, 


Navy Commissioners. 
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Returns of all the Officers, Seamen, ordinary Seamen and 
Boys, attached to the Texas Sloop of War Austin, lst day 
of August, 1843. 


No. Names. RANK. 
1 William A. Tennison, Lieutenant 
*2 Wiliam E. Glenn, Master. 
79 James P. Peacock, Assistant Surgeon. 
"d Geo. F. Fuiler, Midshipman. 
"3 Geo. H. Ripley, a 
6 Robert H. Clements, We 
C A. G. Goodall, t 
"8 Selden Hubbard, . Clerk. 
9 John Salter, Gunner. 
10 John D. Baker, Sergeant Marines. 
1i Moses E. Morell, Yeoman. 
12 Daniel White, Carpenter's Mate. 
13 ` Peter Mills, Capt, F, Castle. 
14 James Atkins, 2d Gunner. 
18 Charles Morehead, Seaman. 
16 Thomas Norris, “€ 
17 George Wilson, O. Seaman. 
18 John Smith, d 
19 Thomas Barnett, ist Class Boy. 
20 Jesse Wilson, Mariner. 
21 William H. Flood, u 
*22 George N. Davis, « 
23 Lewis W. Dake, 
N. HURD, 


Purser Teras Navy. 


*Requested Commissioners to forward their resignations, and 
in a day or two afterwards left the vessel—with the exception 


of Geo. H. Ripley and A. G. Goodall. 
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DEPARTMENT op Wan AND MARINE, 
Washington, 24th February, 1844. 


` GENERAL ORDER NO. 3. 


Pursuant to the provisions of the law of the 5th inst., requir- 
ing the Navy of the Republic to be laid up in ordinary, and in 
accordance with previous notice to that effect, the followin 
named officers, to wit: Surgeons R. M. Clark and J. B. Gardi- 
mer, Sailing Master Daniel Lloyd; Midshipmen R. H. Clements, 
E. F. Gray, A. J. Bryant, Stephen Smith, Geo. W. White, D. 
W. C. Crurg, Timothy Griswold and Peyton Middleton, to- 
gether with all other officers, (Pursers excepted,) seamen and 
marines, on furlough or leave of absence, are hereby honora- 
bly discharged, from the Naval setvice of the Republic of Texas, 
to take effect from this date. 

Lieuts. Alfred G. Gray, Cyrus Cummings, and D. C. Wib- 
ber; Surgeon Thomas P. Anderson ; Sailing Masters C. S. Ar- 
cambal and William E. Glenn ; Midshipman A, Walker, A. G. 
Goodall, and G. F. Fuller, having refused to perform duty, and 
abandoned the service, on or about the 26th J nly, 1843, and 
having remained absent since that period, are hereby notified, 
that their names have been dropped from the Rolls. 

By order of the President, 
M. C. HAMILTON, 
Acting Secy of War and Marine. 
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City or GanvEsvos, Feb. 22d, 1844: 


Fo the Honorable G. W. Hill, 
Secretary of War and Marine, 


Sir,—I am informed by a communication received from 
Washington to-day, that the Department had refused to sanction 
or approve the accounts of all officers who left the vessels 1 
July last, without leave, and that Lam considered as one among 
the number. { regret exceedingly that the Department should 
labor under any mistake with regard to myself, and I hasten to ` 
correct it, , 

At the time Com, V. W. Moore was discharged from the ser- 
vice, I was on shore, by leave of absence. T soon after tendered. 
my resignation, forwarding it through the Naval Commission- 
ers, aud informing them at the time, that I of course considered 
myself an officer, until an acceptance of my resignation could 
be had, and felt bound to perform my duties as such. They 
(the Commissioners) tacitly conseüfed to my remaining on 
shore;,in fact, there was no uecessity for my living on the 
vessels, as Doctors Clark and Peacock both remained, and there 
were many officers and men on shore who required my daily 
attention. Itiust, sir, that the above statement will be entirely 
satisfactory, and for the truth of it, Y refer you to Mr. Brashear, 
fone of the Commissioners,) who will be in Washington by the 
time this reaches you. ` 

I avail. myself of this oppoitnuity fo report to the Depart- 
ment iu compliance with an order recently published 

l remain, very respectfully, 
Your ebedient servant, 
THOS. P. ANDERSON, 
Surgeon T. Navy. 
z 
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Orrics op Navy COMMISSIQNERS, | 
Galveston, 4th August, 1843. | 


Hon. G. W. Hill, 
Secretary of War and Marine, 


Sir;—We have the honor to report the state of the vessels 
under our charge. 

The ship Austin and brig Wharton, are moored at the usual 
anchorage, You will see by the accompanying Muster Rolls, 
the number of men and officers now on board, which are ab- 
solutely necessary to take care of the vessels, at least until the 
excitement and confusion subsides. As many of the men will 


° he required for some time longer, we respectfully solicit further 


instructions relative to what promises can be made to them 
abouttheir pay. Unless we ean promise to pay them in a very 
short time, it will be impossible to keep them, and their leaving 
would compel us to hire others to complete the work now be- 
gun, and cause a much greater expense to the Government, 

We will first employ the men now on board, in striking top- 
gallant, and top-masts, and dismantling the vessels so far as will 
iender them more secure in ease of heavy weather. 

But little has been done to the other vessels, owing to our 
time having been entirely engrossed, in takiug care of and try- 
ing to prevent the public property from destruction. We are 
now engaged in sending off the men, some to Houston, at their 
request, and others to the United States, This tourse we con- 
sider essentially necessary for the protection and safety of the 
public property, and as the only alternative left us to quiet the 
rage and excitement among the men, : 

As we mentioned in a former communication, this will le 
attended with an expense of several hundred dollars, which we 
hope the Hogorable Secretary of War and Marine will think 
ploper to sanction. 


Again we beg leave to solicit your attention to the necessary ' 


funds required to fit out the brig Archer and schooner San 
Bernard, in a condition to offer them for sale. We are yet san- 
guine, that the estimate forwarded to the Department, of 3,620 
dollars par funds, invested on them, will complete all that is 
required; and as Major Cocke has not reccived instructions 
from the Hon, Secretary of the Treasury, to advance near that 
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amount, he now, in justice to the duties of his office, declines 
making the needful advances to carry into effect the objects 
required of the Commissioners. 

We herewith transmit Muster Rolls of the ship Austin and 
brig Wharton, and Inventories of articles on board these two 
vessels. Also, Accounts of Sales by auction. Those names 
marked thus * in the Muster Rolls of August Ist, requested us 
to forward their resignations to your Department, Many of the 
seamen have been subsequently discharged, 

We omitted in a former communication to state, when the 
officers declared their intention of leaving the ship at 12 o'clock 
on the day of their resigning, that Doctor Anderson said at the 
time, he would remain on board, and attend to the sick until he 
heard fiom the Department. NE. 

We have the honor to be, 
Very respectfally, i 
Y our obedient servants, 
WM. BRYAN, 
WM. C. BRASHEAR, 
Navy Commissioners. 
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DEPARTMENT or Wan AND MARING, 3 
Washington, March 9th, $844. 


To Charles Mason, Esq, Auditor, 


Sir,— Your communication of this date has been received, 
requesting to be furnished with a list of such officers, that are, 
or have been attached to the Navy, not entitled to pay, and ta 
be informed ‘whether in the opinion of the Department, such 
officers as are not entitled to pay, should be included in making 
the aggregate of amount due the officers of the Navy, accord- 
ing to the act of the Sth ult." In accordance with your re- 
quest, I enclose herewith a list of officers lately attached to the 
Navy, who have been dismissed the service for misconduct in 
office, or dropped from the Rolls for the desertion of their posts; 
which, by reference, will be found to correspond with the list 
previously furnished, when taken into consideration with the 
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notice addressed you on the 29th ult. In the opinion of the 
Department, no rule or principle of naval or military discip- 
lme, is better established or more general in its application; 
than that am infraction of the known rules and regulations of 
the service of sufficient magnitude to deprive'an officer of his 
Commission, or a private of life, carries with it a forfeiture of 
all pay, and emoluments that may be due for services previously 
rendered. 

It has been the uniform practice, m the naval as well as land 
service of this country, in reference to soldiers, and seamen, 
and why an officer should’ be exempt in this respect fiom the 


punishment awarded to inferiors for a like offence, has not, T. 


conceive, been shown by an exception in any instance in favor 
of the latter. The rule has been applied to all who have dis- 
graced the service, which every principle of duty required that 
deg should respect and support. No good reason can be as- 
sigued why an officer, who by misconduct forfeits claim to 
rank and command, should not likewise forfeit his pay, or that 
he should be'exeinpt from the penalties annexed to the viola- 
tion of the rules and discipline of the service, both in respect 
of forfeiture of pay, and corporeal punishment, when the men 
nader his command, are held snbjeet both to one and the other 
Punishment in reference to officers, for offences not capital, 
extends no further than dismissal from office, with a forfeiture 
oi pay and emoluments to the Government for the nonfalfil- 
ment, on the part of the officer, of his engagement. The pro- 
priety of the rule, as well as its justice, is mauifest in every 
service, when the lines are daily broken by desertion, or other- 
wise, and have to be filled by raw recruits. ‘he Government 
under such cireumstauces, 1s even then poorly compensated fea 
the expense 1ucurred, in drilling and fitting officeis for the 
prompt and efficient discharge of their duties, to say nothing of 
the immjury sustained by the country and the service, consequent 
upon the delinqneucy and desertion of those oti whom she re- 
lies for support, 

Inthe case under consideration, the officers enumerated on 
the encloséd paper, have been dishonorably discharged from 
the service, or have abandoned it, and by consequence been 
dropped from the Rolls for offences which ean be characterized 
hy no milder terms than sedition, matiny and desertion. 

They have thereby, in the opinion of ihe Department, can- 
eelied by their own acts, whatever may have been due them by 
the Government. This amount therefere, cannot be considered: 
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in estimating the sum due the officers of the Navy, as it is set- 
tled as fully as though it had been paid to the officer. To pay 
the amount now, which has rightfully accrued to the Govern- 
ment, would be granting them a donation which, neither the 
condition of the country, nor their claims to merit, would 
isufy ; and to admit these cancelled claims, in making up the 
aggregate due the officers of the Navy, and set apart the yrn 
rata amount claimed by them respectively, under the provi- 
sions of the law of Sth ult., would seem a very unequal award 
of justice; Inasmuch as it would deprive those who have dis- 
charged their respective duties, with promptness and fidelity, 
of the benefits.of the law, 11 a great degree, and so far subject 
them io the consequences resulting from the misconduct of 
others; whereas, the guilty should suffer exclusively the pen- 
alties annexed to their own crimes, 

The aggregate amount then, due the officers of the Navy for 
services rendered during the years 1842 and 2 will be shown . 
by the addition of the several balances remaining unpaid fo 
those only who stand fair upon the Rolls. 

The other claims are regarded as forfeited, and can only be 
paid. by the authority of special legislative enactment. 

I have the honor to be 
5 Your obedient servant, 
M. C. HAMILTON, 
Acting Secretary of War and Marine. 
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DEPARTMENT or War AND MARINE, ? 
Washington, February 29th, 18434. y 


To Charles Mason, Esq., Auditor, 

Sir—The Department having just received the enclosed 
certificate, exonerating T. M. Taylor, late of the Navy, of the 
charge made against him by Com. E. W. Moore, of disposing 
of about thirty Colt’s patent Pistols, belonging to the schooner 
San Bernard, while on the coast of Mexico in 1840 or *4E, and 
fixing it upon Lieuts. O'Shannessy, Lansing and others, late of 
the Navy, T have to request that the Pistols in question be 
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charged upon your books against the estate of J. P. Lansing, 
deceased, he having been engaged in the sale of said arms, and 
the faet having been reported to him, while in command of the 
brg Wharton, by Lieut. Bunner, who had just then received 
information relative thereto. His never having reported the 
affair to the Department, is additional proof of his guilt: Thirty 
Colts Pistols at 837 50 amount to $1,125. You will also 
charge to the account of 'T. M, Taylor, late Lieut, of the Navy, 
one Colts Pistol, 837 50, which he acknowledged to have pre- 
sented to the British cousnl at Laguna, coast of Mexico, while 
at that place sometime in. 1840, 1n. command of the schooner 
San Bernard. 
I have the honor to be, 
Your obedient servant, 
M. C. HAMILTON, 
Acting Secretary of War and Marine. 


Houston, Feb, 17th, 1844. 


Dear Sir,—Having understood that the Secretary of War 
and Marine has refused to approve your accounts, upon the 
grounds that you had not accounted for the loss of the small 
arms of the San Bernard, and knowing you to be innocent of 
said charge, I with pleasure give you the enclosed -certifi- 
cate. 

Respectfully, &c., 
W. A. TENNISON. 


Capt. T. M. TAYLOR. 


I hereby certify, that whilst the vessels were lying in New 
Orleans 1 saw a correspondence between Captain O’Shan- 
nessy and Lieut. Lansing, in which the former made disclo- 
sures relative to the sale of the small arms of the San Ber- 
nard, at Laguira de Terminas, by himself, Lansing and 
others, to the number of 25 or 30 Colts pistols and other 
arms, and having been with you at the time you are charged 
with the said delalcation, I further certify that all the arms 
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were on board at the time you lefi, and were there when Ë 
left, which was some days after. 
WM. A. TENNISON, 
Lieut. in Texas Navy. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, 
Auditor's Office, Jan. 3d, 1845. 


I certify the above is a true copy of the original on file in 
this office. 
CHARLES MASON, Auditor. 


e GALVESTON, Feb. 24th, 1844. 
Sir,—According to your request I hereby certify, that in 
a conversation held with James O'Shannessy, formerly a 
heutenant commanding in the service of Texas, that he in- 
formed me that a number of Colts pistols and carbines, be- 
"longing to the San Bernard, had been taken on shore at La- 
guna, and there disposed of by himself and others, and the 
proceeds used by him. He mentioned the names of Mr. 
Goldsborough and himself, and some others, whose names I 
do not now remember, as having been engaged in the trans- 
action. J, on the receipt of this information, immediately in- 
formed Lieut. J. P. Lansing, then in command of the brig 
Wharton, (Captain Lothrop being sick,) of the fact ; but whe- 

ther he reported it to the Commodore or not Í cannot say. 

Very respectfully yours, &c., 
GEO. C. BUNNER. 
To T. M. Taynor, Esq. 


TREASURY DEPARTMENT, i 
Auditor’s Office, Jan. 3d, 1845. 


I certify the above is a true copy of the original on file in 


this office. 
CHARLES MASON, Auditor. 


